
               

 

 

Jewish American Literature and Culture  
 

Lecturer: PD Dr. Stefan L. Brandt 

Ruhr-Universität Bochum 

Summer term 2009 

 

 

Selected Bibliography 

 

Abramson, Glenda, ed. Encyclopedia of Modern Jewish Culture. London and New York: 

Routledge, 2005. 

Adler, Eliyana R., and Sheila E. Jelen, eds. Jewish Literature and History: An Interdisciplinary 

Conversation. Bethesda, Md.: Univ. Press of Maryland, 2008. 

Alter, Robert. Defenses of the Imagination: Jewish Writers and Modern Historical Crisis. 

Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1977.  

Angoff, Charles. The Rise of American Jewish Literature: An Anthology of Selections from the 

Major Novels. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1970.  

Antler, Joyce, ed. Talking Back: Images of Jewish Women in American Popular Culture. 

Hanover, N.H.: Brandeis Univ. Press, 1998.  

Ausubel, Nathan. The Book of Jewish Knowledge: An Encyclopedia of Judaism and the Jewish 

People, Covering all Elements of Jewish Life from Biblical Times to the Present. New York: 

Crown Publ., 1964. 

Band, Arnold J. Studies in Modern Jewish Literature. Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 

2003. 

Baumgarten, Murray. City Scriptures: Modern Jewish Writing. Cambridge, Mass., et al: Harvard 

Univ. Press, 1982. 

Berger, Alan L., and Gloria L. Cronin, eds. Jewish American and Holocaust Literature: 

Representation in the Postmodern World. Albany: State Univ. of New York Press, 2004.  

Biale, David. Eros and the Jews: From Biblical Israel to Contemporary America. New York: 

Basic Books, 1992. 

Blair, Sara and Jonathan Freedman, eds. Jewish in America. Ann Arbor: Univ. of Michigan Press, 

2004.  

Burstein, Janet. Telling the Little Secrets: American Jewish Writings since the 1980s. Madison: 

Univ. of Wisconsin Press, 2006.  

Brodkin, Karen. How Jews Became White Folks: and What that says about Race in America. New 

Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers Univ. Press, 1998.  

Brook, Vincent. You Should See Yourself: Jewish Identity in Postmodern American Culture. New 

Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers Univ. Press, 2006.   

——. Something Ain’t Kosher Here: The Rise of the ‘Jewish’ Sitcom. New Brunswick, N.J.: 

Rutgers Univ. Press, 2003. 

Buhle, Paul, ed. Jews and American Popular Culture. Westport, Conn.: Praeger, 2007. 



Campbell, Neil, and Alasdair Kean. “Ethnicity and Immigration: Between Many Worlds.” In: 

Campbell & Kean, eds., American Cultural Studies: An Introduction to American Culture. 

London: Routledge, 1997, 44-69 (esp. “Immigrant Stories: Jewish Americans,” 57-64).  

Cappell, Ezra. American Talmud: The Cultural Work of Jewish American Fiction. Albany: State 

Univ. of New York Press, 2007.  

Carr, Steven Alan. Hollywood and Anti-Semitism: A Cultural History up to World War II. 

Cambridge, UK, and New York: Cambridge Univ. Press, 2001. 

Chametzky, Jules, John Felstiner, Hilene Flanzbaum, and Kathryn Hellerstein, eds. Jewish 

American Literature: A Norton Anthology. New York and London: W.W. Norton & Company, 

2001. 

Chevlowe, Susan. The Jewish Identity Project: New American Photography. With essays by 

Joanna Lindenbaum and Ilan Stavans. New Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 2005. 

Cohen, Richard I. Jewish Icons: Art and Society in Modern Europe. Berkeley: Univ. of California 

Press, 1998. 

Codde, Philippe. The Jewish American Novel. West Lafayette, Ind.: Purdue Univ. Press, 2007.   

Cronin, Gloria L., and Alan L. Berger. Encyclopedia of Jewish-American Literature. New York: 

Facts on File, 2009.  

Dauber, Jeremy Asher. Antonio’s Devils: Writers of the Jewish Enlightenment and the Birth of 

Modern Hebrew and Yiddish Literature. Stanford, Ca.: Stanford Univ. Press, 2004. 

Desser, David, and Lester D. Friedman. American Jewish Filmmakers. Urbana: Univ. of Illinois 

Press, 2004. 

Deutsch, Jonathan, and Rachel D. Saks. Jewish American Food Culture. Westport, Conn.: 

Greenwood Press, 2008.  

Doherty, Thomas. “Art Spiegelman’s Maus: Graphic Art and the Holocaust Author(s).” American 

Literature 68.1 (March 1996): 69-84. 

Epstein, Lawrence J. Haunted Smile: The History of Jewish Comedians in America. Public 

Affairs, 2001. 

Erens, Patricia. The Jew in American Cinema. Bloomington: Indiana Univ. Press, 1984. 

Ezrahi, Sidra DeKoven. By Words Alone: The Holocaust in Literature. With a foreword by Alfred 

Kazin. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1980. 

Faber, Eli. The Jewish People in America. Vol. 1. A Time for Planting: The First Migration, 

1654-1820. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Univ. Press, 1992. 

Finkelstein, Norman. Not One of Them in Place: Modern Poetry and Jewish American Identity. 

Albany: State Univ. of New York Press, 2001.  

Fishman, David E. The Rise of Modern Yiddish Culture. Pittsburgh, Pa.: Univ. of Pittsburgh Press, 

2005.   

Forman, Seth. “Whiteness Scholars vs. the Jews.” Academic Questions 13.4 (Fall 2000): 52-54. 

Freedman, Jonathan. The Temple of Culture: Assimilation and Anti-Semitism in Literary Anglo-

America. Oxford, New York, et al: Oxford Univ. Press, 2000. 

Fried, Lewis, ed. Handbook of American-Jewish Literature: An Analytical Guide to Topics, 

Themes, and Sources. Advisory eds. Gene Brown, Jules Chametzky, and Louis Harap. New 

York: Greenwood Press, 1988.  

Friedman, Lester D. The Jewish Image in American Film. Secaucus, N.J.: Citadel Press, 1987. 

Furnish, Ben. Nostalgia in Jewish-American Theatre and Film, 1979-2004. New York: Peter 

Lang, 2005.  

Gabler, Neal. An Empire of Their Own: How the Jews Invented Hollywood. New York: Crown 

Publ., 1988.  



——, Frank Rich, and Joyce Antler. Television’s Changing Image of American Jews. New York: 

Norman Lear Center. Distributed by the American Jewish Committee, 2000. 

Gitenstein, R. Barbara. Apocalyptic Messianism and Contemporary Jewish-American Poetry. 

Albany: State Univ. of New York Press, 1986.  

Goldsmith, Emanuel. Modern Yiddish Culture. Fordham Univ. Press, 1997.  

Goldstein, Eric L. The Price of Whiteness: Jews, Race, and American Identity. Princeton, N.J.: 

Princeton Univ. Press, 2006. 

Goldstein, Judith S. Inventing Great Neck: Jewish Identity and the American Dream. New 

Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers Univ. Press, 2006. 

Golomb, Jacob, ed. Nietzsche and Jewish Culture. London and New York: Routledge, 1997. 

Greenspan, Ezra. The Schlemiel Comes to America. Metuchen, N.J.: Scarecrow Press, 1983.  

Gross, Theodore L., ed. The Literature of American Jews. New York: The Free Press, 1973.    

Guttmann, Allen. The Jewish Writer in America: Assimilation and the Crisis of Identity. New 

York: Oxford University Press, 1971. 

Harap, Louis. Creative Awakening: The Jewish Presence in Twentieth-Century American 

Literature, 1900-1940s. New York et al: Greenwood Press, 1987. 

——. In the Mainstream: The Jewish Presence in Twentieth-Century American Literature, 1950s-

1980s. New York: Greenwood Press, 1987.  

——. The Image of the Jew in American Literature: From Early Republic to Mass Immigration. 

1972. Syracuse: Syracuse Univ. Press, 2003. 

Harshav, Benjamin. The Polyphony of Jewish Culture. Stanford, Ca.: Stanford Univ. Press, 2007.  

Hertzberg, Arthur. Being Jewish in America: The Modern Experience. New York: Schocken 

Books, 1979. 

Hoffman, Warren. The Passing Game: Queering Jewish American Culture. Syracuse, N.Y.: 

Syracuse Univ. Press, 2009.  

Hornung, Alfred. “The Making of (Jewish) Americans: Ludwig Lewisohn, Charles Reznikoff, 

Michael Gold.” In: Binder, Wolfgang, ed. Ethnic Cultures in the 1920’s in North America. 

Frankfurt a.M. & Berlin: Peter Lang, 1993. 115-134. 

Kaye/Kantrowitz, Melanie. “Jews in the U.S.: The Rising Costs of Whiteness.” In: Becky 

Thomson, S Tyagi, eds. Names We Call Home: Autobiography on Racial Identity. New York 

1996. 120-137. 

Kent, Alicia A. African, Native, and Jewish American Literature and the Reshaping of 

Modernism. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007. 

Kleinman, Craig. “Pigging the Nation, Staging the Jew in M.M. Noah’s She Would Be a Soldier. 

American Transcendental Quarterly 10.3 (1996): 201-217. 

Kramer, Michael P. “Beginnings and Ends: The Origins of Jewish American Literary History.” In: 

Kramer, M.P., and H. Wirth-Nesher, eds. The Cambridge Companion to Jewish American 

Literature. Cambridge, UK, and New York: Cambridge Univ. Press, 2003. 12-30.   

——, and Hana Wirth-Nesher, eds. The Cambridge Companion to Jewish American Literature. 

Cambridge, UK, and New York: Cambridge Univ. Press, 2003.   

Kremer, S. Lillian. Witness through the Imagination: Jewish-American Holocaust Literature. 

Detroit: Wayne State Univ. Press, 1989. 

Kugelmass, Jack, ed. Key Texts in American Jewish Culture. New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers Univ. 

Press, 2003.  

Landman, Isaac, ed. The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia: An Authoritative and Popular 

Presentation of Jews and Judaism since the Earliest Times. In collaboration with Louis 

Rittenberg and others. New York: Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, 1948, 



Levinson, Julian. Exiles on Main Street: Jewish American Writers and American Literary Culture. 

Bloomington: Indiana Univ. Press, 2008.  

Lieberman, Leo, and Arthur Beringause, eds. Classics of Jewish Literature. New York: 

Philosophical Library, 1987. 

Link, Franz, ed. Jewish Life and Suffering as Mirrored in English and American Literature. 

Paderborn, München, et al: Ferdinand Schöningh, 1987. 

Linett, Maren Tova. Modernism, Feminism, and Jewishness. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 

2007.  

Liptzin, Sol. The Jew in American Literature. New York: Bloch, 1966. 

Mandel, Naomi. Against the Unspeakable: Complicity, and Holocaust, and Slavery in America. 

Charlottesville: Univ. of Virginia Press, 2006. 

Melamed, Abraham. The Image of the Black in Jewish Culture: A History of the Other. Trans. 

Betty Sigler Rozen. London and New York: Routledge, 2003.  

Melnick, Jeffrey Paul. A Right to Sing the Blues: African Americans, Jews, and American Popular 

Song. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Univ. Press, 1999. 

Mîndra, Mihai. Strategists of Assimilation: Abraham Cahan, Mary Antin, Anzia Yezierska. 

Bucharest: The Romanian Academy / National Science and Art Foundation, 2003. 

Morris, Nicola. The Golem in Jewish American Literature: Risks and Responsibilities in the 

Fiction of Thane Rosenbaum, Nomi Eve, and Steve Stern. New York: Peter Lang, 2007.  

Nickelsburg, George W.E. Jewish Literature between the Bible and the Mishnah: A Historical 

and Literary Introduction. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1981. 

Novick, Julius. Beyond the Golden Door: Jewish American Drama and Jewish American 

Experience. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008. 

Omer-Sherman, Ranen. Diaspora and Zionism in Jewish American Literature: Lazarus, Syrkin, 

Reznikoff, and Roth. Hanover: Univ. Press of New England [for Brandeis Univ. Press], 2002. 

Oster, Judith. Crossing Cultures: Creating Identity in Chinese and Jewish American Literature. 

Columbia: Univ. of Missouri Press, 2003. 

Pearl, Jonathan, and Judith Pearl. Chosen Image: Television’s Portrayal of Jewish Themes and 

Characters. Jefferson, N.C.: McFarland, 1999.  

Rogin, Michael. Blackface, White Noise: Jewish Immigrants in the Hollywood Melting Pot. 

Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 1996. 

Rosenberg, Warren. Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Culture. Amherst, Mass.: 

Univ. of Massachusetts Press, 2001.  

Rothberg, Michael. “‘We Were Talking Jewish’: Art Spiegelman’s Maus as ‘Holocaust’ 

Production.” Contemporary Literature 35.4 (Winter 1994): 661-687. 

Rottenberg, Catherine. Performing Americanness: Race, Class, and Gender in Modern African-

American and Jewish-American Literature. Hanover, N.H.: Dartmouth College Press, 2008. 

Sachar, Howard M. A History of the Jews in America. New York: Vintage, 1992. 

Sarna, Jonathan. Jacksonian Jew: The Two Worlds of Mordecai Noah. New York: Holmes and 

Meier, 1992.  

Shapiro, Edward S., ed. Yiddish in America: Essays on Yiddish Culture in the Golden Land. 

Scranton: Weinberg Judaic Studies Institute of Scranton, Univ. of Scranton Press, 2008. 

Shechner, Mark. The Conversion of the Jews, and Other Essays. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 

1990. 

Stahlberg, Lesleigh Cushing. “The Opposite of Jewish: On Remembering and Keeping in 

Contemporary Jewish American Fiction.” Shofar: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Jewish 

Studies 25.3 (2007): 72-90. 



Stratton, Jon. Jewish Identity in Western Pop Culture: The Holocaust and Trauma through 

Modernity. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008.  

Tuerk, Richard. “Jewish-American Literature.” In: DiPietro, Robert J., and Edward Ifkovic, eds.  

Ethnic Perspectives in American Literature: Selected Essays on the European Contribution. 

New York: Modern Language Association of America, 1983. 

Wade, Stephen. Jewish American Literature since 1945: An Introduction. Edinburgh: Edinburgh 

Univ. Press, 1999.   

Weber, Donald. Haunted in the New World: Jewish American Culture from Cahan to The 

Goldbergs. Bloomington: Indiana Univ. Press, 2005. 

Wirth-Nesher, Hana, ed. What Is Jewish Literature? Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 

1994. 

——. Call It English: The Languages of Jewish American Literature. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton 

Univ. Press, 2006. 

Whitfield, Stephen J. In Search of American Jewish Culture. Hanover, N.H.: Univ. Press of New 

England [for Brandeis Univ. Press], 1999. 

Wisse, Ruth R. The Schlemiel as Modern Hero. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1971.  

——. I.L. Peretz and the Making of Modern Jewish Culture. Seattle: Univ. of Washington 

Press, 1991 

——. If I Am Not for Myself: The Liberal Betrayal of the Jews. New York: Free Press, 1992. 

——. The Modern Jewish Canon: A Journey through Language and Culture. New York: Free 

Press, 2000. 

——. Jews and Power. New York: Schocken, 2007.  

Young, Robert. “The Jewish Nose: Are Jews White? Or the History of the Nose Job.” In: Sander 

Gilman, ed. The Jew’s Body. New York: Routledge, 1991.   

Zierler, Wendy. “The Making and Re-Making of Jewish-American Literary History.” Shofar: An 

Interdisciplinary Journal of Jewish Studies 27.2 (2009): 69-101.  

 


