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The Women’s Army Corps (WAC) in which almost
150,000 women served over the course of the war was
the first women’s unit in the Regular Army. In order to
release male soldiers to fight the women worked at first
in jobs that were traditionally marked female but were
soon also trained as mechanics and pilots and served in
male-dominated jobs in the United States, Africa, Eu-
rope and Southeast Asia. Drawing upon government
documents, records of courts-martials as well as letters,
poems, and songs, M. Michaela Hampf shows how hard
the concept of the women | soldier was fought over in the
1940s - a battle that continues to this day.
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Die etwa 150.000 Frauen, die im Zweiten Weltkrieg im
Women’s Army Corps Dienst taten, waren die ersten re-
gulidren Soldatinnen der US-Armee. Um ménnliche Solda-
ten fiir den Kampf freizusetzen, arbeiteten sie auch in tra-
ditionellen Minnerbereichen, etwa als Mechanikerinnen
oder Pilotinnen in den USA, Afrika, Europa und Siido-
stasien. Anhand von Regierungsdokumenten, Kriegsge-
richtsprozessen, aber auch Selbstzeugnissen, Gedichten
und Songs zeigt M. Michaela Hampf, wie umkémpft die
Konstruktion der Soldatin im Amerika der vierziger Jahre

war und bis heute ist.

2010. IX, 379 S. GB. 155 X 230 MM.
€ 49,90 [D] / € 51,30 [A]
ISBN 978-3-412-20660-4

M. Michacla Hampf

>
P
Release a Man
t

M. MICHAELA HAMPF
RELEASE A MAN FOR COMBAT

béhlau

THE WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS DURING WORLD WAR I
(KOLNER HISTORISCHE ABHANDLUNGEN, BAND 49)

BOHLAU VERLAG, URSULAPLATZ I, 50668 KOLN. TEL: +49(0)22I I3 0-0, INFO@BOEHLAU-VERLAG.COM, WWW.BOEHLAU-VERLAG.COM



béhlau

DIE AUTORIN: M. Michaela Hampf ist Juniorprofessorin fiir die Geschichte Nordamerikas am John-F.-Kennedy-

Institut der Freien Universitit Berlin.

BOHLAU VERLAG, URSULAPLATZ I, 50668 KOLN
TEL: +49(0)22I QI3 0-0, FAX: +49(0)221 QI3 Q0-32
INFO@BOEHLAU-VERLAG.COM, WWW.BOEHLAU-VERLAG.COM

WIEN KOLN WEIMAR

X

EMPFANGER

HIERMIT BESTELLE ICH ANZAHL

EXEMPLAR(E) DES TITELS:

UNTERSCHRIFT, DATUM

AN: BOHLAU VERLAG GMBH & CIE
URSULAPLATZ I

50668 KOLN

M. MICHAELA HAMPF

RELEASE A MAN FOR COMBAT

THE WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS DURING WORLD WAR I
(KOLNER HISTORISCHE ABHANDLUNGEN, BAND 49)

2010. IX, 379 S. GB. 155 X 230 MM.
€ 49,90 [D] / € 51,30 [A]
ISBN 978-3-412-20660-4

BITTE GEBEN SIE DIESEN ABSCHNITT IHREM BUCHHANDLER!
FAX: +49(0)221 QI3 O-II, BESTELLUNG@BOEHLAU.DE



Contents

1. INTRODUCTTION ..ottt

1.1 Military Institutions and Gender .......covveeeerevnnecenneicrereneecnenes
The Gendered Division of Labor in Military Institutions 6 - Armed Civic
Virtue 10 - Citizenship, Arms & Gender 11 - “Beantiful Souls” and
Martial Citizens 15 - Women’s Roles in Modern Wars 20 - “Total War”
and the Mobilization of Women 27

1.2. Theoretical CONCEPLS....cvvviiiiiiiiiiiriiiiiie s
Power and Agency 34 - Power | Knowledge 36 - Strategic Apparatus 38 —
Gender 39

1.3 Methodological Approaches.........ccccuveeueeniiceniecinicniisiieieeeecees

1.4 LIELATULE 1ovovierieercete ettt
Historical Perspectives on the Military 48 - Studies on Gender and the
Military 54 - Research on the WAAC and the WAC 60

1.5 SHUCKULE wovoiertct s

2. ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY OF THE WAAC/WAC................

2.1 The WAAC and WAC Bills in Congress.......ccovweuviemvecrreemeecreenennn.

2.2 TLANING oot
Basic Military Training 71 - Specialist Training 72

2.3 Policies and Regulations..........coccuviciveiiriiiciniicniciicceeeecceeeenne

2.4 Women Soldiers at WOrK.......ccoovcuviiiriiirinienicicniccceecceeeene

2.5 OVEISEaS SEIVICE. .ttt

2.6 Demobilization and INtegration.........cccecueenceemnicmnicmnicnrecneccnceneenn.

2.7 Combat: Drawing the LINe .....ccoccviimviiirniieinienicrccceeeeceeeene

3. CONSTRUCTING THE WOMEN | SOLDIER THROUGH
RECRUITING CAMPAIGNS, MEDIA COVERAGE AND
PUBLIC RELATIONS ......oiiieiiteerereteiereeieeieneeeeeeienenseseesaenenseneacae

3.1 “Petticoat Army” or “Doughgirl Generalissimo”.........cccoceurueurirnnee.

3.2 “Release a Man to Fight” ..o,

VII



VIII Table of Contents

Competition by Other Government Agencies 106 - Quality or Quantity: The
Enlistment Standards 108 - The “toughest sales problem in the country” 109

3.3 “Self-Sacrifice” v. “Self-Interest”: WAAC Recruiting.........ccceueeee. 113

The Motifs of Motherbood, the Family, and Home 114 - “1 joined to serve my
country...and I'm having the time of my life!” 118
3.4 The “Slander Campaign ........coccuvecmreiureniieenienienieeeeeeeescseeeeenns 120
3.5 “Guilt” v. “Glamour”: WAC Recruiting .......cccocvuvvvirireriiiniceninnenn. 134
The All-States-Campaign 138 - The Attitude of Army Men 141 - “Fighting
men and capable Waces” 146 - “Comforting Our Wounded Heroes” 147
3.6 Public RElatiONS .....c.cuvcuiiiiiiciiciiciriicciecece e 152
3.7 “Petticoat Soldiers”: Ego-documents from the Field..........cccccc........ 161
Camp Newspapers 161 Songs 166

4. DRESS CODES: THE WAAC UNIFORM......ccccovuiminininrinicinininnns 174
4.1 Military UnifOrms.....ococeueuereerireiereiieieiiieeeeteesesesesesesesesesesesesasaesenenes 174
4.2 Symbolic Aspects: Planning and Design of the Uniform................. 177

The Pre-Planning Process 177 - A “neat and military appearance” 180
- Prét-a-porter the Army Way 183
4.3. Material ASPECLS ..cvivviiiiiiiiicc s 184
Clothing for “Women’s work” Put to the Practical Test 184 - Procurement
and Supply 185 - The Overseas Experience 189

4.4 PUDLCILY CLISIS cvvevrneeciererriceiiererrereerierenseieeeresseesesesensesesseesessesessacsesseens 191
4.5 Technologies of the Self ..o, 194
5. “SUBJECTED TO THE COLORED RACE”......ccccoovviveennicrernnnn. 199
5.1 African American Wacs: Fighting on Two Fronts ........cccoceveueee. 199

African Americans and the War Effort: Some Socio-Economic Aspects 199 -

The Mobilization of African American Men 201 - Political Pressure for

the Integration of African American Women 203 - Recruiting of African

American Women 204 - Segregation in the WAC 207 - African American

Wacs Overseas 215 - Assignment and Mal-Assignment 217 - Protest:

Sit-Down Strike or Disobedience? 219
5.2 Japanese American Wacs ..o 223
5.3 Puerto Rican Wacs ... 232
5.4 “First Class Citizenship”? .....cccccevvivviiiniiiniiiccnns 233



Table of Contents

6. SEXUALITY ottt esseeseiesesseseseaesessesessaeseneesessaesessenens

6.1 Normalizing PractiCes ........cocviiviiiiiiiiiiiisniiccsneccesennns
The Regulation of Respectability: Double Standards for Men and Women 246 -
Social Control: 1D Policies for Wacs, Civilian Women and Servicemen 247 -
Respectability and the Legitimacy of the Corps: The Code of Conduct and
WAC Regulations 250 - Regulating the Unrespectable: Pregnancy, Abortion,
Maternity and Marriage 251 - Patrolling Respectable Femininity: Anti-
Fraternization Policies 252

6.2 Homosexuality in the Armed FOLces .c.oovvevnncceeniniccreneicnenenn
The “True Pervert,” the “Criminal Sodomist” and the “Intoxicated or
Curions” 257

6.3 Exclusionary PractiCes.....coummnnnnnrenreeeeeeeeeeeee e
W.AC Regulations and Procedures: In Search of “undesirable traits and
habits” 262 - The “hierarchy of perversity”: Class, Race, Practice,

Haireut 266 - Homosociality and Lesbian Agency: The Fort Oglethorpe
Investigation 269

7. CONCLUSION: THE WAC BETWEEN INSTITUTIONAL
INTEGRATION AND DISCURSIVE EXCLUSION .......cccccenuiunes

AcKNOWIEAZEMENTS ..o

ADDIEVIATIONS 1veveiiieieieiiieie ittt se et s et s st essesesesannas

Sources and LALEIATULE ....ceiiriereiiererisreeseeseeeet e es e esesassesens
A Note on Sonrces 304 - Archival Sonrces 308 - Published Sources 309 -
Secondary Works 321

IX



	978-3-412-20660-4_WB.pdf
	InhaltsverzReleaseaMan.pdf



