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Janina Lücke is currently studying American Studies in the master’s program at Humboldt University in Berlin. She received her bachelor’s degree in Literary, Cultural & Media Studies and Visual Art & Art History at the University of Siegen in 2010, and has a special interest in Gender Studies and American literature and art of the 1950s and 1960s.

 

 

 

Jana Toppe

Jana Toppe is an MA and PhD student at the Free University of Berlin with a dissertation on the depiction of the crowd in fantastic popular fiction around 1900. Her research interests include Trauma Studies, Popular Culture, and Horror Studies. Jana has published several articles surrounding these topics, most recently the chapter "Reversing the Gospel of Jesus: How the Zombie Theme satirizes the Resurrection of the Body" in the 2011 McFarland publication Roman Catholicism in Fantastic Film and the article "'I'm Documenting': Aufzeichnungen eines kollektiven Albtraums: Matt Reeves Cloverfield (2008) und die Traumatherapie nach 9/11" in the upcoming anthology Dawn of an Evil Millennium: Horror und Kultur im neuen Jahrtausend.
 

Humboldt-Universität Berlin, Germany

Nadine Birner
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Nadine Birner is a graduate student in American Studies at Humboldt University in Berlin. She received her bachelor's degree in American and Media Studies at the University of Regensburg in 2010. The title of her thesis was 'Visualizing a National Farewell – Paul Fusco's RFK Funeral Train'. Her main research interests embrace American visual culture studies and U.S. history and politics since the 1950s. In 2009 she completed a three months' internship at the Amerika Haus in Munich under the direction of Dr. Zoe Kusmierz. Nadine is currently working as a student assistant for Prof. Dr. Martin Klepper in the Department of English and American Studies at Humboldt University.

 

University of Copenhagen, Denmark

Kathrine Boesen
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I am a student at the Department for English Studies at the University of Copenhagen at MA level and in my forth year.  I have a BA from the Department for English Studies, and an elective module in History. My primary interests in my areas of study have been American history and culture and I am looking forward to being presented with a perspective of how the 1960s influenced Europe as well as how it changed America. I did my BA thesis on parallels between the Vietnam and Iraq war and the 1960s has been a topic I have returned to again and again in my studies at Copenhagen University. I am very much looking forward to the seminar where I hope to acquire a well-rounded idea of how the 1960s influenced both Europe and America.

 

Tine Due
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I am studying English at the English department at Copenhagen University with a BA-elective in Cultural studies. I am now studying at MA Level and I have one semester left before I start working on my thesis. American history, society and culture have always interested me and I have made sure that my electives have dealt with these subjects in one way or another.  My BA thesis was about sexual education in America, with the focus being both historically and on the controversy today.

 

 

Cecilie Kjølholt
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Hello, I am a BA student at the University of Copenhagen, Denmark. I have been studying at the Department for English Studies for 2 years now. I am particularly interested in the relationship between literature and history, and will be writing my BA thesis on English literature within the sphere of postcolonial studies. This fall I will be enrolling on Comparative Literature Studies in Copenhagen. My field of interest is broad, but I have always been very keen on the culture, music and art of the 1960s, and I am looking very much forward to this seminar! I hope it will be an enlightening experience. I will make my presentation on the French theorist Guy Debord in Professor Russell Duncan’s course about European and American Youth Culture in the 60s.

 

 

Josefine Eckstrøm Lave
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I have studied English at the University of Copenhagen for two years now. This fall I will be writing my BA on the rise of modernism in American art, focusing on industrialization and the depiction of the city in works of Sheeler, Demuth and Hopper. I will also be beginning my minor in art history, which I am very excited about. In December last year, I went on a two-week educational trip to New York and Washington DC along with thirty other students from the English department interested in American studies, and the modern art has been haunting me ever since.  I will be giving my presentation on the poster art in the Summer of Love. See you soon!

 

Johannes Martin Nyborg
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I am studying English at the University of Copenhagen and I am currently on my BA. I have begun narrowing my field of study to American politics and contemporary culture. I will be writing my BA-project this coming semester on the role of credit default swaps and correlated debt obligations in the American financial crisis of 2008. While writing my BA-paper I will be doing courses in Sociology, also in Copenhagen. My presentation for the Berlin conference will be on cultural effects of the war of numbers in Vietnam war as presented in the documentary “Hearts and Minds.” I am really looking forward to the conference. I can't wait to immerse myself in the material and experience Berlin again.

 

LMU Munich

Felix Fuchs
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Field of Study: American Literature and Cultural History as well as Contemporary German Literature.
Special Area of Interest: Postmodernist prose, memory and heterotopic space
Presentation Title: Cybernetic Environments: Space, Users, Functions, and Communication among Its Elements

Born in Munich on January 31, 1988, I graduated from school in July 2007. I then joined the Officer’s school of the German Air Force. But after only three months I decided instead to start studying literature in my hometown. Since October 2008 I have been studying American Literature and Cultural History as well as Contemporary German Literature. My special areas of interest are postmodernist prose, memory and heterotopic space. Apart from my studies, I also work as editor-in-chief of the student magazine Philtrat and practice my creative writing skills by writing prose and poetry in English and German.

 

Veronika Schäfer
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Hello everybody, my name is Veronika, I have been studying at Munich University (LMU) since 2009. My major is American Cultural Studies and my minors are Political Science and Modern History. I’m interested especially in contemporary history and the history of political thought. The Intensive Program in Berlin is so appealing to me because of the course’s transatlantic, transnational and interdisciplinary focus. I will give my presentation in PD Dr. Britta Waldschmidt-Nelson’s session on the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). Looking forward to meeting you all in Berlin!

 

Eva Schmeidl
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My name is Eva Schmeidl and I’m 22 years old. Since 2008 I’m enrolled at the Ludwigs-Maximilians-University (Munich) to study American Cultural History (major), Sociocultural Anthropology (minor) and German as A Foreign Language (minor). In the course of my studies I took classes dealing with a broad variety of topics including poverty in the USA, religious diversity, popular culture and immigration, but I’m especially interested in environmental history. I’m looking forward to meeting you all in Berlin and to learn more about the Sixties - a very exciting decade whose legacy we can still trace today in many aspects of our lives.

 

Esther Schwan
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Hello everybody!  My name is Esther Schwan, I’m from Munich and I’m 22 years old. Currently, I’m enrolled in the sixth semester at the Ludwig-Maximilians-University of Munich, my major is American Cultural History, my minors are Sociocultural Anthropology and History and Culture of the Near and Middle East and Turkish Studies. I am especially interested in the history of poverty in the United States and African American history. The latter is also the reason why I chose to present the topic “African American Women in the Civil Rights Movement” during the first session of the Intensive Program in Berlin. I look forward to meeting you all! See you in Berlin!

 

 

Robert Winkler

Since October 2008 I am enrolled at the University of Munich (LMU) to study American Cultural History (major), American Literary History (minor) and Philosophy (minor).  My special areas of interest are African American History and American Political Culture. I am fascinated by the way that political and cultural myths influence and determine the American self-perception, for examble the everlasting Kennedy Myth. My presentation will focus on The Rise of Black Power and the Black Panther Party.

 

University of Nottingham

Giselle Kennedy
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I am studying for a Joint Honours BA in English Studies and American Studies at the University of Nottingham. As well as having a penchant for fashion, fiction and philosophy, I am hugely inspired by African American culture. My presentation will be entitled “Women’s Fashion in the 1960s” and I will be talking about the dialectical relationship between fashion and feminism. As a great believer in interactive and interdisciplinary styles of learning, I will be showing some 1960s clothing artefacts which you are welcome to try on. Aside from academia, I enjoy dressing-up and baking cakes, although not at the same time!  

 

Alice Lilly
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I have just graduated from the University of Cambridge with a BA in History, and am waiting to start the MA American Studies with European History at the University of Nottingham in September. My main interests lie in the history and politics of welfare reform and the rise of the Right, along with the presidency of Lyndon Johnson. In the seminar led by Dr Basosi, I will focus on the relationship between Johnson and Charles de Gaulle, and what this tells us about US-European relations. 

 

 

John Page

I was born in 1990 in Worcestershire, and am usually known as Jay. I have just completed my second year of studying History at the University of Nottingham. The main focus of my study to this point has been both British and German history. I have always been interested in America, and for both years of my degree so far opted to do two subsidiary modules on American culture. I am also very interested in music, though generally as a listener and guitarist. In Berlin my presentation is on rock n' roll and its effect on both the U.S. and Europe and the subsequent 'British Invasion'. I look forward to meeting you all in Berlin!

 

Theodore Sweeting

I am currently enrolled on the American Studies PhD programme at the University of Nottingham after having completed an MA in American studies and a BA in English and American Studies at the same institution. My PhD looks at how the protests at Columbia University in the spring of 1968 have been remembered in participant history, memoir, and autobiography since the 1960s. I have other broad interests in twentieth century American intellectual and cultural history.

 

John Tiplady
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MA American Studies

Area of Research - My MA dissertation “Anticommunism and the Civil Rights Movement, 1945-56” analyses the effect Cold War McCarthyism had upon the American Civil Rights Movement. Using various sources, including HUAC records, newspaper archives, speeches and segregationist statements, I assess the extent to which allegations of Communist subversion discredited African-American campaigns for racial justice and delayed civil rights reform.

Other areas of interest - The relationship between Cold War McCarthyism and the anti-Stalinist Left; 20th century American Radicalism; John F. Kennedy’s “Flexible Response” in Europe; The Berlin Crisis of 1961.

Presentation Title - Atlantic partnership/Atlantic community in Kennedy’s 1961 inaugural Speech.

 

Université Paris 7 - Diderot - France

Ana Anastasescu

Ana Anastasescu (b. 1982) is a Master student in English literature at the University of Paris VII Denis Diderot. She graduated from Paris VII in 2008. She is currently working on a thesis dealing with the notion of "splitting" in Victorian and Neo-Victorian literature. In May 2011 she participated as a speaker in the first international conference on the novels of Patrick McGrath organized by the University of Perpignan. She has previously studied English literature at the University of Bucharest and she used to write for the culture department of Cotidianul, an important Romanian newspaper. She will participate in the seminar "Fiction in the 60s and the Notion of Change".

 

Syddansk Universitet, Denmark

Stephanie C. Aziz
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Is a Graduate student at the Center for American Studies, University of Southern Denmark. She holds a bachelor’s degree in International Business Communication from Copenhagen Business School (2009), with majors in American Studies and English. In 2008, she spent a semester at the University of North Carolina - Asheville, focusing mainly on American politics (the presidency as well as foreign policy).

Stephanie is especially interested in American memory history, and her current thesis work is thus focused on national identity, collective memory and American memorial culture in connection with the events of 9/11.

Stephanie has recently completed a 5-month internship with the American Chamber of Commerce in Copenhagen, and also works as an academic advisor for students at the Center for American Studies.

 

Anne Mørk
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Anne Mørk is an MA student in American Studies at the University of Southern Denmark. She holds a BA in English, History and Political Science from Århus University. Her great personal interest in the lives and careers of the Kennedy brothers has been expanded and transferred into other aspects of American history, such as presidential studies, political culture and the development of political ideologies, with particular focus on the post-WWII era. Her master’s thesis, “Robert F. Kennedy and Traditions of American Liberalism” examines the correlation between Bobby Kennedy’s beliefs, policies, and legacy and the development of various aspects of postwar American liberalism.

 

Peter Marouf Jacobsen
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I am currently enrolled in the Master’s Program in American Studies at the University of Southern Denmark. I have a Bachelor’s Degree in Media Science, and went towards American Studies to get a more global perspective. I had the fortunate opportunity to take a semester at Ohio University in the fall of 2010, where I took courses in both history and political science, related to the American involvement in Vietnam as well as the evolution of American and global security policy. I am currently writing my Master’s thesis on the American political decisions behind the Vietnam War, with a focus on the inner circle of President Johnson, Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara, National Security Advisor McGeorge Bundy and Secretary of State Dean Rusk. The aim of the thesis is to map out their reasoning for escalating the conflict and whether they were capable of making any other choices. In my spare time, I enjoy cycling and I am also somewhat of an avid movie-goer.

 

Kathrine Simonsen:
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I am a grad student at the American Studies Program at the University of Southern  Denmark. I have a degree in journalism from the Danish School of Journalism, and I am currently interning at the Public Affairs Section at the Embassy of the United States in Copenhagen, Denmark.  I went towards American Studies to get a more international  and academic profile. I am focusing on American foreign policy, and I have continued to work as a journalist while studying.

 

 

Universita di Torino, Italy

Violante Massari
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While I was attending high school my interest in foreign languages, literatures and cultures originated. After having studied ancient languages (latin and greek), and after a working experience in the UK, I decided to study English and French at the university of Turin. In 2008 I spent a whole academic year in Ireland, studying at NUI Galway on an Erasmus scholarship. In November 2009 I graduated discussing a thesis on Oscar Wilde's piece Salome. I am now writing my MA thesis in Anglo-american studies.

 

 

Robert–Claudiu Moscaliuc

[image: image20.jpg]


I’ve studied mainly foreign languages and literatures with a particular interest in English literature, and then readjusted to American studies and Canadian literature. I’m interested predominantly in matters connected to literature, ethics, philosophy and social studies. My presentation is going to deal largely with the ways in which Dylan has (or has not) been assimilated with the French student movement of 1968, and the ways in which French culture has “reworked” the rock ‘n’ roll revolution. Thus, my presentation bears the title “The Rock & Roll Revolution: America to Europe, and back to America. Influence, cross-fertilization, appropriation”.

 

Marina Muravyeva
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Marina Muravyeva is a 30-year-old Russian student. In 2009 she graduated cum laude in English Language and Theory of Translation from Saint-Petersburg State University and is now a current student of North-American Studies Master Program held at the University of Turin, Italy. A passionate traveler, reader and music lover, at the Seminar in Berlin she will work closely on the session dedicated to Pop Music in the 60-es, with her interest mainly focused on the interaction within popular music cultures of the USA, Europe, and the Soviet Block.

 

Roberta Sapino
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I was born in Savigliano (Italy) in 1988. I attended a high school focusing on foreign  languages (Liceo Linguistico “Soleri”, Saluzzo), which led me to develop a deep interest in languages, literature and art, and gave me the opportunity to travel a lot, both in Europe and in the United States. In 2007 I began to study Foreign Languages and Literatures at the University of Torino (Italy). After spending the academic year 2009-2010 at the University of Caen-Basse Normandie (France) as part of the Erasmus Programme, in 2010 I achieved Bachelor’s Degree with a thesis entitled “De Jean Bruller à Vercors: à la recherche de l’Homme entre images et silence” (“From Jean Bruller to Vercors:  the search for Man between silence and images”). I am now pursuing a Master’s Degree in Foreign Languages and Compared Literatures.

 

Universita Ca'Foscari di Venezia, Italy

Eleonora De Crescenzo
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I am currently enrolled on the International Relations post graduate program in Ca' Foscari University in Venice. I already hold a BA in Journalism and Communication from Roma3 University and I spent the last year at the Complutense University in Madrid where I had the opportunity to start working my thesis about South America regional integration. My presentation in Berlin will deal with Tom Wolfe book "The electric kool-aid acid test" and with its perception among the public, trying to underlying the importance of the literary counterculture in the 60s.

 

Lisa Marostica
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I was born in 1987 in Asolo, North of Italy. I attended the high school “ITCG L.Einaudi” in Bassano del Grappa, Vicenza where I started studying languages: English, German and Spanish. In 2009 I got the degree in Linguistic and Cultural Mediation (course for translators and interpreters, curriculum English-Spanish) at Ca’Foscari University, seat of Treviso. I love Spanish language and culture and I spent four months, between 2008 and 2009, in the South of Spain where I attended a course at the University of Jaén. Now I’m a student of International Relations at Ca’Foscari University of Venice. I’m very interested in the  1960s and 1970s and in the events of that period of history. During the Intensive Program in Berlin I’ll give a dissertation on Bloody Sunday and the Black Americans’ struggle for civil rights, focusing on the role played by women and girls during the marches organized in Selma, Alabama,  in March of 1965.

 

Rossella Rodeghiero
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I am a fifth-year student in International Comparative Relations at Ca’ Foscari University. After a first three-year degree in American Literature and Language, I started the master degree that focuses on the transatlantic relations between the EU and the USA. Then, I have developed a specific interest for the 70s and the Ostpolitik of Willy Brandt with a particular attention to its influences on the world politics. The title for my presentation during the Intensive Course in Berlin is “Martin Luther King and Angela Davis: two activists in Germany for the Black Civil Rights Movement”.

 

Università del Piemonte Orientale Amedeo Avogadro - Vercelli, Italy

Serena Tarascio

[image: image26.jpg]


Serena Tarascio, age 25. I was born in a little city in the South of Italy and came in the North to study at the University. I did my BA studies (foreign languages) at the University of Turin . I graduated with a thesis in the field of German Linguistics and the teaching of Italian as Second Language.  At the present time, I am doing my MA at the University of Vercelli in the field of modern literatures (German and American in particular). My mainly interests are reading, writing, literary criticism, translating, foreign languages and linguistics. At least but not at last, I love to listen and to play music.

 

Irene Belloni
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Irene Belloni is from Biella, Italy. She graduated in American Literature from the University of Eastern Piedmont Amedeo Avogadro in Vercelli in 2009, with a thesis on Falling Man: Counternarrative – The reply of Don DeLillo to the ‘Narrative Imperialism’, under the guidance of Prof. Guido Carboni. She is currently enrolled in the M.A. in Modern Language and Literature at University of Eastern Piedmont Amedeo Avogadro in Vercelli. Her special areas of interest are American Literature, French Literature, Literary Criticism, Sociolinguistics, Linguistics, Philosophy, Performance Art and Contemporary Art. The title of her presentation during the 8th session (lecturer responsible: Professor Dr. Cristina Iuli), whose subject is Information, Communication, Systems: Cybernetic Literature and Art in the 1960s, is “The notions of information/noise, communication/meaning, author/literature as a self-regulating machine in Italo Calvino’s Cybernetics and Ghosts (1967) and Thomas Pynchon’s The Crying of Lot 49 (1966).”

 

University of Warsaw

Jan Chmielowski
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My name is Jan Chmielowki, I was born in 1988 in Poland. I am a student of MA Program in American Studies Center at the University of Warsaw. I did my bachelor degree at the Department of English Studies with American culture and literature as my major. British culture and literature linguistics were my minors. I am writing my MA thesis on gentrification in Williamsburg, N.Y. I am interested in urban studies, popular culture as well as post-war history and the relationship between the United States and communist European countries. During my presentation I will talk about student protests in Poland in 1968.

 

Adina Nistor
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Hello, everybody! My name is Adina and I'm from Romania. I finished Journalism and PR at the University of Bucharest, but being an Erasmus student in Warsaw for my last year of studies, I feel in love with Poland and decided to continue my studies in this country. I am at the moment enrolled in the American Studies MA program at the University of Warsaw and my main interests are in anthropology and ethnographic and documentary films and especially in the changes that took place in these fields in the 60s. This is actually one of the reasons why I'm looking forward for this Seminar. I work as an online journalist for Romania and in my free time I like watching films of almost any kind.I hope that we will have a good time, as it is also an opportunity to meet new people and make friends.

 

Piotr Omolecki
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My name is Piotr Omolecki, I’m from Warsaw and I’m 23 years old. I am currently enrolled in the American Studies MA programme at the University of Warsaw. My main area of interest is American Literature. I am writing my MA thesis on "colored" outcasts - the stigmatized - in America of the 20th century. For now, I’m working on Harlem Renaissance and the figure of Richard Bruce Nugent in particular, who was probably the most bohemian and avant-garde persona of the New Negro. I will be presenting during Prof. Clara Juncker’s seminar on The Transatlantic Women’s Movement. The topic of my presentation is “Feminist Role Models in the 1960s”.

