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Doing it Ourselves — The Road to

Americanization of the Vietham Conflict,
1963-1965

The conflict in Vietham should remain a cautiontate to this day. The sole lost war for
America in the 2B century, the decisions made regarding the Amercanmitment to South
Vietnam would come to define much of the 1960s.r®7000 American soldiers gave their
lives for the goal of preserving the independerfceauth Viethnam from 1965 — 1973, a nation
which would cease to exist after 1975.

Why did the United States assume responsibilityvioat some have labeled a civil war far from
its borders, and why did the United States shouliemajority of the war effort from 19657
Given the political instability of South Vietnanofm late 1963 to 1965, could a stable situation
even have emerged? And how has the experienceetifar shaped America’s future?
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