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Revolutionary Alliances: The Rise of Black Power

On February 17, 1968, the auditorium of the Technical University in West
Berlin was packed. More than 5,000 international guests had come to the
divided city to attend the Vietnam Congress, a gathering of intellectnals,
activists, and students determined to voice their opposition to the war in
Southeast Asia in one of the hot spots of the Cold War. In a variety of ple-
nary sessions, workshops, and demonstrations, international antiwar activ-
ists deliberated ways to stop the war effort and establish a global opposition
network. One of them was Dale Smith, a delegate of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC). In his speech to the congress, Smith
ceflected on the transformation that the civil rights struggle had undergone
since the mid-1960s and offered a passionate plea for a move from protest
to resistance: “We have allowed the forms of our protest to be determined
by others. ... We believe that the war in Vietnam is being waged exclusively
against the Vietnamese, but we, too, are its yictims. ... This is not only a
war against the Vietnamese people. It is a war against us and against the
bit of humanity that remains to us.” As a consequence, Smith called for a
greater militancy and resolve, emphasizing the solidarity that citizens of
the West should feel with the Vietnamese: “As long as parents in Vietnam
cry about their children, the parents in the US should also cry about their
children.”?

Congress participants greeted Smith’s words with enthusiastic applause.
His hosts, members of the German Socialist Student League (Sozialistischer
Deutscher Studentenbund {SDS]), seconded Smith’s views with equal convic-
tion. One of its representatives, Rudi Dutschke, a sociology student from the
Free University, expressed the same kind of urgency. Exclaiming that “[ijn
Vietnam, we are also battered every single day, and that is no image and no
phrase,” Dutschke argued thar this kind of solidarity went beyond mere rhet-
oric. Just like Smith, Dutschke contended that the war had immediate conse-
quences for the political struggles at home and could possibly launch “a long .
period of authoritarian world domination from Washington to Vladivostok.”
Therefore, people should come together to create a “second front” to fight

against “global imperialism” as represented by the United States.” R
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The Vietnam Congress displayed a revolutionary alliance between civil
rights and Black Power activists and their West German supporters with an

explicit global agenda. From the very beginning, African American activ- -

ists had seen their struggle for racial equality in the United States in inter-
national perspective and as part of a larger struggle against colonialism
in Africa, Asia, and South America. Organizations such as the NAACP,
the Council of African Affairs (CAA), and the National Negro Congress
{NNC), in campaigns for human rights and colonial independence, helped
to intensify the quest to put an end to oppression around the globe, particy-
larly during World War Il and the early postwar years. Yet the Cold War
and the emergence of McCarthyism thwarted this aim. Political pressure
to present a united, anticommunist front led the NAACP to abandon itg
international agenda and focus on domestic progress. Public critics of U.S,
race relations such as W. E. B. Du Bois and Paul Robeson were dismissed
and marginalized, and their ability to travel overseas was hampered by the
State Department.® Although many African American activists and civil
rights leaders only grudgingly acquiesced and continued to look beyond
national borders in private, they publicly conformed to the Cold War
domestic focus. Finally, in the second half of the 1960s, the Black Power
movement was able to break this ideological consensus by popularizing the
connection between discrimination at home and oppression and imperial-
ism in the Third World, returning to the debates in the African American
community of the interwar years. Dale Smith’s articulation of his solidarity
and identification with the Vietnamese at the West Berlin congress exempli-
fied this strategy.*

The Vietnam Congress marked the climax of another development that
had been building throughout the 1960s, as well, beginning with growing
German awareness of the American civil rights movement. West Germans
had not only learned about the civil rights struggle through high profile events
such as the 1964 visit of Martin Luther King Jr. and the general media cover-
age. German emigrants from the 1930s, tourists, and Germans working in

the United States, as well as exchange students, also transported information

about developments on the other side of the Atlantic back home,

One such student was Giinter Amendt of Frankfurt, who had spent an
extended period in Berkeley in 1964 and visited people across the United
States. Only a few months after King’s visit to Germany, Amendt recounted
his experiences in the leftist periodical neue kritik. Highlighting the enthu-
siasm white Northern students had exhibited for the civil rights movement
during “Freedom Summer,” a voter registration drive and educational cam-
paign for the African American community in Mississippi coorganized by
SNCC in the summer of 1964, Amendt noted a shift. In his view, it had
become “more than just a race movement struggling for integration.” As
civil rights activists had come to acknowledge that there was “a close cor-
relation between black skin color and {one’s] economic circumstance,” they
had adjusted their goals so that the movement was now “rooted in a desire
for change in American society.”
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Figure 35 SNCC delegate Dale Smith and West German student leader Rudi Dutschke
during the Vietnam Congress in West Berlin, February 17, 1968 (ullstein bild/The Granger
Collection, New Yorlk).

The mainstream German press recognized this shift as well. The West
German weekly Die Zeit wrote that, although, formally, “the chains of
legal segregation and degradation have been broken. . .racial separation has
de facto remained,” manifesting itself in the urban ghettos of the North and
the Southern resistance against federal integration laws.6 Nonetheless, the
press hailed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965
as major political achievements that would make institutionalized racism
difficult to maintain, since this legislation established African Americans
as an important constituency in U.S. politics.”

Despite these legal advancements, many journalists in the Federal
Republic voiced great concern about the rise of violence and the racial ten-
sion in American cities, for example, characterizing “[wlhat began as a
struggle for the basic rights of blacks” as “becoming a latent war of civil
rights.”® Especially after the riots in Watts, a neighborhood of Los Angeles,
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in August 1965, and similar racial confrontations in Newark and Detroit
in July 1967, German observers feared thar the conflict had spun out of
control. As one journalist asked anxiously, “Is this another one of those
‘hot summers’ that have been disturbing the population of the United States
sporadically for five years now? Or is it already the open rebellion, the civil
war between black and white?”?

The rise of Black Power was registered with similar worries in the West

German press. As Dr. King was faced with the militant ideology of Malcolm
X and the more radical positions of SNCC representatives such as Stokely
Carmichael, who became chairman of the organization in 1966, he was
perceived as having lost control over the direction of the civil rights move-
ment.!® Consequently, many journalists expected that the campaign would
splinter and drift onto “a collision course” with the political establishment,
which would endanger the very idea of racial integration."! In sum, the
mainstream West German media propagated an image of the United States
as a country haunted by its racial problems. Domestic opposition to the
war in Vietnam, the emergence of a counterculture, and the availability of
the birth-control pill all exacerbated the sense of crisis in the United States,
where the racial conflict seemed to be tearing the social fabric apart.i

However, from the mid-1960s onward, West Germany had to face some
problems of its own. After the establishment of the Federal Republic in
1949, the country had experienced an unprecedented economic boom.
Because of the Cold War, the young West German democracy soon found
its way back into the international community as a crucial partner in the
Western alliance. Domestically, the country was shaped by the fourteen-
year reign of Chancellor Konrad Adenauer (1949-1963), who steered the
country toward a path of political and social stability. At the same time,
however, Adenauer’s policies of Western alignment and the specter of the
Federal Republic’s rearmament propelled by the United States drove sub-
stantial numbers of dissenting West Germans onto the streets during the
1950s. In addition, the nation only very slowly came to terms with the lega-
cies of Nazism, and several political and administrative decision makers
remained tainted by their questionable past.?® Furthermore, the country’s
political culture continued to be influenced by authoritarian notions; for
example, its rigid anticommunism led to the ban of the Communist Party in
1956. Similarly, in 1962, the press and the executive branch were provoked
only too easily into a showdown concerning what came to be known as
the “Spiegel Affair”: Defense Ministes Franz-Josef Strauss had initiated the
unlawful arrest of journalists for alleged treason, thereby overstepping his
powers and violating due process. Despite the relative political and social
stability of the Adenauer years, these other persistent issues prompted
many domestic and foreign observers to wonder, as German philosopher
Karl Jaspers phrased it in a widely read book in the mid-1960s, where the
Federal Republic was drifting.”*

In the second half of the decade, West Germans’ concerns about the

strength of their democracy mounted with the debate about the so-called '
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emergency laws. These threatened to vastly expand executive powers if a
vaguely defined state of internal or external emergency should arise. In
response, the trade unions, pacifists, and parts of the Social Democratic
Party came together in a broad-based coalition to safeguard constitutional
rights and to oppose this potential weakening of democracy, which they
perceived as similar to the Nazi seiznre of power in 1933. They were joined
by a small but vocal minority of university students who criticized the lack
of democracy in the country’s university system. They also lamented a Cold
War mentality that stifled domestic political culture and constrained for-
eign policy. The main organization representing these views was the SDS.
Originally the youth organization of the Social Democratic Party, the SDS
was expelled by party élders in 1962 and moved closer to the international
New Left.

Since the beginning of the 1960s, the SDS and its key representatives
had entertained strong connections to their peers in the United States. As a
result, the political strategies and techniques of the American New Left and
the civil rights movement profoundly influenced them." Karl Dietrich {also
known as KD) Wolff, German SDS president from 1967-1968, is a case in
point. Having grown up in rural Hesse, Wolff first came into contact with
the United States when American troops arrived in Germany in early 1945,
It was his encounter with the generosity of a black GI that left the most
striking impression on him, as on so many of his generation:

{A] tank drives into the Schlosshof, the turret with cannon twists around
once, and a big black GI with sweat-glistening face jumps down. The moth-
ers, the nannies, the children watch him, keeping their distance. Suddenly,
the GI has gum and little bars of Cadbury’s chocolate in his hand. Yet we
are not supposed to “fraternize”; the mothers hold us children back. I am
able to slip under their arms. The GI rolls me an orange, the first one in my
entire life.!

But Wolff had other direct experiences with American culture and
the civil rights movement, as well. As an adolescent, he frequented U.S.-
sponsored “America Houses,” which provided West Germans of his gen-
cration ample access to American literature, and in 1959, he traveled to
Michigan as a high school exchange student with the support of the U.S.
government’s “Youth for Understanding” program. At a local Quaker
youth club in Michigan, Wolff learned about the civil rights movement for
the first time, as well as about the funch counter sit-in conducted by four
African American students in Greensboro, North Carolina, in February
1960 and the “Freedom Rides” to integrate interstate travel into the South
the following year. After his return to Germany, he continued to watch the
development of the civil rights struggle, and when he later enrolled at the
universities of Marburg, Freiburg, and Frankfurt, he came across the SDS.

At that point, the SDS, in addition to advocating democratic university
reform and more freedom in West Germany’s political culture, was also
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becoming a part of the international opposition to the war in Vietnam,
Responding to the escalation of the American war effort, it organized anti-

war rallies, teach-ins, and conferences with speakers such as German émj. l
gré and Frankfurt School philosopher Herbert Marcuse in 1965/1966. By

the end of 1966, the SDS had established itself as the leading representative
of opposition to the Vietham War in the Federal Republic. -

In the meantime, the Berlin chapter of the SDS spearheaded by Rudi
Dutschke was gaining more and more ground in the overall organization,
Dutschke and others pushed their interpretation of the war as an imperi-
alist effort to suppress revolutionary forces and liberation movements in
impoverished countries around the world. Faced with this situation, the
task of opposition groups in the industrialized countries of the West was
to show solidarity with the “Third World” by weakening imperialism from
within. In addition to demonstrations, political education, and direct action
campaigns, this strategy included reaching out to the domestic opposition
in the United States.

Since the mid-1960s, the German SDS had paid close attention to the
radicalization of the civil rights movements and its key players. It had not
only adopted the protest methods of its African American peers, but also
frequently borrowed political ideas and phrases from the civil rights strug-
gle.”” During its national convention in September 1967, the organiza-
tion officially declared its solidarity with the rising black power faction
in the movement. From the students’ perspective, the nonviolent strategy
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. had been unable to effect meaningful social
change for most African Americans since it had failed to overcome fun-

damental economic inequities in U.S. society. As SDS member Gerhardt

Amendt observed after two months of study in Harlem in 1967, “The suc-
cesses of the civil rights movement celebrated in the press have demonstra-
bly reached only the small black middle class; they have changed nothing in
the living conditions of ghetto residents.”18

Proponents of “black nationalism” such as Malcolm X, for their part,
saw the civil rights struggle in the United States as part of an international
class struggle to be waged in solidarity with liberation movements world-
wide. With this view, they found immediate support among members of the
German SDS. As the organization declared in one of its resolutions at the
1967 national convention, '

The violent struggle of the blacks who conceive of themselves as ‘Afro-
Americans’ in the USA makes the solidarity with the national lberation
movements of the Third World concrete. As they create a second Vietnam in
the USA itself, their struggle against American capitalism is tied, in practice,
to the international class struggle against imperialism,??

-In the eyes of West German activists, the transformation of SNCC and the
call for Black Power illustrated the emergence of yet another front in the
battle against U1.S. imperialism-—this time from within.
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Members of the SDS had met key representgt_ives of the Black Power
movement not only in the United States during visits or exchange years but
also during international conferences. In July _1967, for exampie, an SDS
delegation traveled to London to participate m‘the congrcsszo Dialectics
of Liberation,” where they heard StokeiY Carrrgchael s.lpeak. gernward
Vesper, a member of the delegation, described this expenencel, which had a

profound impact on him:

A couple of hours later Carmichael. The auditorium is now biack and brov?rn.
Dock workers, students. ‘And Carmichael hammers it into them o St-l'll(C
back. “If we have to die, then we will strike back!” And for the first time,
1 hear: “We are the majority, we, the colored people of lthe world! We will
confront imperialism in its heartfand, and if we do not gain the freci?m to be
humans, we will burn America down from one coast to the other!

After the congress, Vesper began to publish German tr_ans!atiqns. of
Black Power and Black Nationalism literature thrO}lgh hisz 9pub.hs}hn_ng
house, thereby supplying a growing demand among his peers.?? His fian-
cée Gudrun Ensslin, who would later become one of the leaders of .the
West German terrorist group the Red Army Faction (Rote' Ar_mee Frakt}(}n
[RAT]), supported him in these efforts. EHSSh‘I.l ha'd studied in the United
States, was active in the GI desertion campaign in West Germ_any, and
helped with the translation of these texts. Both Vesper ’and Ensshn under-
stood Black Power as a prime example for the global dimension of. revgiw
tionary struggle at the end of the 1960s. In its militancy and d_etermmatlon,
they also viewed it as a reference point and role model for their own efforts
in the industrialized countries of the West. As Vesper wrote, “the freedom

struggle of the colored people of the whole world is also the hope for the -~ -

whites cut off from their future.”3

The murder of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, only six weeks after t'he
Vietnam Congress in West Berlin, seemed to confirm the failure of nonvio-

lence and the legitimacy of Black Power. Whereas official obituaries, silent .

i i rning across the Federal
demonstrations, and other expressions of mourning

Republic emphasized King’s achievements for nonviolent social and politi- -

cal change in the United States, West Gerrpzjm. activists'interp-reteld his mur- - :
der differently. Despite their previous criticism of King, his .lc1111ng now
became a clarion call for revolutionary action on behalf of his legacy. As
Berlin activist Ekkehart Krippendorff proclaimed, “We are the ones Who_
must satisfy his demand for a truly revolutionar.y change of our society in -

our own way as well. We have learned from his me:,thods and also fr_om
his own insights on the nature of the society in Wh‘lCh we ourse?ves 11'\76. 3
The legacy of Martin Luther King is, for us, the continuation of his social-

revolutionary struggle with his—but also with our—methods, here in our

own country.”?*

The assassination attempt on West German student leader Rudi Dutschke
5 3
only seven days later lent an even greater urgency to this task. Dutschke’s
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assailant, a struggling loner named Josef Bachmann, claimed that he had
been inspired by the murder of King. Among activists, this reinforced the
notion that both the civil rights movement in the United States and the -
student movement in the Federal Republic were exposed to similar threats.
This comparison was heavily contested in public. As a local newspaper in'
Hamburg wrote, “Berlin is not Memphis, and the Federal Republic is not
America. Here we do not have a race problem rupturing a whole people
with its profound social aspects. Here we do not have the Ku-Klux-Klan or -
fanatical race opponents on both sides.””?

Despite these objections, West German activists continued to pursue the
coalition with the militant parts of black America. KD Wolff, especially,
can be credited for elevating this affiliation to the next level at the end of .
the 1960s. After his tenure as German SDS president, Wolff went on a
lecture tour through Canada and the United States at the invitation of the
American SDS in February 1969. In California, he visited the headquarters
of the Black Panther Party for Self-Defense in Oakland, as well as its chair- '
man Bobby Seale. There he established a long-lasting relationship with the
group that would deepen in the following years throngh correspondence,’
mutual visits, and publications in each other’s journals. :

During his stay in the United States, Wolff had the chance to elaborate
on this connection when subpoenaed to a hearing of the Senate internal
security subcommittee. Confronted by the infamous segregationist senator
Strom Thurmond from South Carolina, Wolff declared the SDS’s solidar-
ity with the Black Panthers: “The victories of the movement in the United
States are considered our victories...the repression against the radical
movement in .the United States, which is being stepped up, is repression -
against us.”*® When he expanded on the persecution of the Black Panther
Party in the United States, the officials questioning him asked, in a delib-
erately provoking and potentially racist mannex, whether he was talking
about “animal species” or “people.” Wolff’s answer elicited an enthusiastic
response among his many supporters in the audience: “Well, I would like
to say one thing to that. [ prefer panthers to pigs.”*” 3

After his return to Germany, Wolff launched the Black Panther Solidarity
Committee in Frankfurt in November 1969, The committee became part
of the international support network that emerged after one of the par-
ty’s imprisoned leaders, Eldridge Cleaver, escaped from U.S. custody in
November 1968. The Black Panther Party’s minister for information, who
had risen to national prominence when his prison memoir, Sou! on Ice, had
been published in 1968, had gone on to set up his base in Algiers in 1969;
where he headed the party’s international section.?® Within this interna:
tional solidarity network, Wolff’s committee had three major goals:

1. Education about the party’s struggles and about the fascist terror of the rul-
ing class in the USA.
2. Agitation and propaganda among Gls stationed in Germany.
. 3. Material support of the Black Panthers.?”
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In practice, this meant that the committee would produce and sell
German translations of key texts of the party both to inform people and
collect funds for its cause. It did so through Wolff’s publication house
«Roter Stern,” which disseminated the words of Eldridge Cleaver, the pat-
ty’s cofounder Huey Newton, and others to a West German audience.3 [n
addition, the committee organized solidarity demonstrations, film screen-
ings, and went to local high schools educating people about the African
American civil rights struggle and the Black Power movement. Wolff also
launched a reading group called “Red Panthers,” which introduced young
blue-collar apprentices and trainees from the region to the texts of the Black
Panthers and other literature from the socialist canon.

But it was not only the shared struggle against the war in Vietnam or
a general anti-imperialist ideology that connected West German students
to the Black Panthers at the end of the 1960s. Another essential feature
reflected in these activists’ solidarity efforts was the deep disillusionment
they felt with the United States. Growing up in postwar Germany, the
young geperation had welcomed the material benefits of the Marshall ,Plan
in the reconstruction of the country and eagerly embraced American popu-
Yar culture as part of the U.S. occupation. Whether it was fashion music or
movies, the American way of life exercised a profound inﬂuencé, stron,gly
attracting German youth, especially because their parents often viewed

it critically. Jazz, Gls, and Hollywood conveyed a new cultural openness ... .
and individualism, testing social conventions and traditional hierarchies.1- - ...

Figure 36 African American exchange students from Lincoin University (Pennsylvania)
at a Black Panther solidarity rally at the University of Frankfurt, 1971 (Barbara Klemm
Frankfurt/Main). '
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Palitically, German youth perceived the United States as a force of democ.
racy and freedom, an example for the Federa! Republic to emulate. In thig

positive climate, the rising awareness of Jim Crow racism, bolstered by

media representations of U.S. authorities’ brutal redctions to integration
efforts and civil rights demonstrations in Little Rock or Birmingham, deals
a massive blow to the image of the United States among young p,eople
As one of them recalls, “When one saw that blacks have fewer rights anci
white Americans come here and tell us that all people are equal before the
law, one suddenly had to admit that a considerable contradiction between
claims and reality existed.”3

Their disappointment grew in proportion to the escalation of the Vietnam
War,.which_ provoked them to anger, cynicism, and frustration with the
seeming hypocrisy of the nation they had admired: America’s official pot-
trayal as the leader of the “Free West” in the face of its political actions at
home and abroad seemed false. As racial tensions in the United States grew
and the conflict in Southeast Asia intensified, the positive image of the
Am'ﬂ"xcan government began to crumble. More importantly, West German
activists began to characterize American policy as “fascist,” comparing it
to Nazi Germany, as one of them recently recalled:

We voiced criticism that started with the insight that, for example, racisrﬂ
had led to the murder of the Jews in the concentration camps, and one saw
that blacks in America were treated brutally like scum, that people had rec-
ognized that one had to take sides, and with the blacks, with the civil rights
movement and not with the Ku-Klux-Klan or other similar crazies or the
American government.*?

' These rhetorical references were applied not just to Vietnam; the lega-
cies of Nazi ideology and the German atrocities during World War IT were
also apparent in how this young generation perceived the discrimination
again_st African Americans in the United States. During his high school
year in Michigan, for example, German SDS president Wolff shocked his
Ameflcan hosts, the local Rotary Club, when, after reciting the pledge of
al!egxance at a local Boy Scout meeting, he interjected “in a voice shril]
with apprehension: “Except for Jews, Negroes, and all the other nast
foreigners!® 734 y

Dagmar Schultz, another German activist who had spent time living in
the United States, where she was active in the civil rights movement in the
South in the 1960s, also noted similarities between attitudes in the South
a.nd the Nazi past.’’ In a 1965 account, she explained how public reac-
tions to her interactions with African Americans prompted her to compare
the situation in the United States to Nazi Germany and made her sensitive
toward the notion of “collective guilt.” When local police harassed them
for their activities, for example, Schultz linked this behavior to the hatred
and sadism of personnel in German concentration camps. Reflecting
on her experience, Schultz concluded: “The similarities and differences
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between Hitler’s Germany and Mississippi have often been disputed, but
one common conclusion is certain: The practice of a system founded on
racial dominance has a devastating effect on individuals as well as on
humanity in general.”*” In the mid-1980s, Schultz would contribute to rais-
ing awareness about the history and situation of blacks and black women
in Germany, coediting the first volume on Afro-German identity from a
female perspective.’® :

Strikingly, such comparisons to Nazi Germany were also applied in
reverse, that is, by the mainstream West German press in more critical
evaluations of the Black Power movement. For example, one paper depicted
Malcolm X as a “black Goebbels.” Another compared a speech by H.
Rap Brown, who became SNCC chairman in 1967 and the Black Panther
Party’s minister of justice the year after, to the rhetoric of the Nazi pro-
paganda minister’s total war speech in the Berlin Sportpalast in February
1943.%° These depictions sometimes converged with racist prejudices and

" superficial stereotypes rooted in German colonialism, such as characteriza-

tions of urban race riots in the United States as a “breakout of the jungle”
or portrayals of black people as naturally more emotional and prone to
ecstatic and erratic behavior than other people.* However, more enlight-
ened observers of African American culture also voiced their opposition to
what they perceived as radical excesses in the civil rights struggle under the
banner of black nationalism. In 1970, Joachim-Ernst Behrendt, who as a
music journalist and producer became one of the most acclaimed authori-
ties on jazz in the Federal Republic, openly accused Eldridge Cleaver and
Leroi Jones of propagating an ideology that bore fascist tendencies.*?

This did not, however, detract members of the Black Panther Solidarity
Committee and the radical parts of the West German Left from their posi-
tion in any way. Their comparison of the German past with current racial
discrimination in the United States strengthened their solidarity with Black
Power and served as a boost for greater militancy. That way, they not only
situated their individual campaigns in a worldwide revolutionary upris-
ing of the suppressed classes but also construed them as a belated resis-
tance to contemporary injustices they deemed similar to the atrocities of
Nazism—an attempt to avoid both their own victimization and atone for
the sins of their parents. In imitation of the Black Panthers, as well as of
revolutionary inspirations such as Che Guevara or Frantz Fanon, some of
them came to regard violence as a legitimate tool for individual liberation
and empowerment. In their view, the African American minority was an
“internal colony” in the United States. The Federal Republic and the trans-
atlantic alliance, on the other hand, were in an “external colonial rela-
tionship” that implicated West Germans in the crimes committed by “U.S.
imperialism” worldwide. As a consequence, attacking this association and
representatives of the West German and U.S. government became political
and moral imperatives.*?

This notion is particularly evident in West Gerinan terrorist groups of the
1970s. In June 1970, the RAF-—the most well-known of these—published
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its founding manifesto in the underground newspaper agit 883, whlch_ fea-
tured a black panther alongside a Russian Kalashnikov (later the visual
trademark of the group).® In its writings, the group also frequently referred
to the Black Panthers and even adopted their language, for exe}mple, when
labeling the police “pigs” (using the English WO[C!):44 Most 1mportaqtly,
however, the RAF admired the outbreak of violence in the urbaq race riots
i1 the United States and considered it an example for its own actions: “The
Afro-Americans and their allies did not weigh the distribution oflpower of
the classes, nor did they count the divisions of the counterrevolution. They
did not calculate their chances. They just let themselves go for a moment
and turned their violence against their oppressors. In the streets of Watts,
they ignited the fire of the revolution, which will not go out before their
final victory.” In the eyes of the RAF, the Black Panthers became both a
role model and partner in what they conceived qf as an mternatmnal- revo-
futionary struggle stretching from Vietnam, Africa, and South America all
the way to the industrialized countries of the West. . ‘
In addition to these political alliances, German activists a‘fflﬂlt)-r with
the African American cause aJso stemmed from a deep fascination with ﬂr}e
“authentic,” which white Germans, more generally, saw represented in
their concepts of blackness and black culture. Afrps, blue:s, and sou! music,
as well as a variety of consumer products associated with blackness and

frequently advertised with African American models, are just a few of the

many examples of cultural items young people in West Germany eagerly
identified with in the 1960/1970s.%* They came to see whiteness as the
epitome of reason and conformity, whereas blackness seemed to represent
emotionality, fulfillment, freedom, and empowerment. By admirn}g and
emulating black role models, they strove to tran-scerlld th": constraints of
their own society and create a new identity in solidarity with blaf:k peo;.)l.e
worldwide, often projecting their own desires onto African American mili-
tants as a result. '

This sort of projection is particularly apparent In the case of Angela
Davis, who emerged as the undisputed icon qf the black power struggle at
the beginning of the 1970s, both in the capitalist Fe‘deral Rel‘:\ublfc al}d in the
communist German Democratic Republic. Born in 1944 in Blrm%ngham,
Alabama, to African American middle-class parents, Davis es:tabhshed an
especially meaningful personal and intellectual association with Germany

early on. This began when she became interested in German philosophy

through her studies with Herbert Marcuse at Brandeis Univer.sity. Then,
from 1965 to 1967, she studied at the University of Frankfurt with anoth@:
key thinker of the Frankfurt School, Theodor W Adornp, as well as his
students Jiirgen Habermas and Oskar Negt. During that time and through
Adorno’s seminars, Davis became acquainted w1th members of Fhe Qerman
SDS and also participated in demonstrations against the war in Vietnam.
She even traveled to the congress on “Dialectics of leerano?l in July 1.967
together with the delegation of the German SDS, after which she dec:gled
to return to the United States to support the Black Power movement.”” In
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California, where she continued her studies with Herbert Marcuse, who
had moved from Brandeis to the University of California at San Diego,
she joined SNCC and eventually the American Communist Party (CPUSA),
soon advancing as a leading intellectual representative of black power after
being appointed to an assistant professorship at UCLA.

In thé course of 1970, her association with the Soledad Brothers, a group
of black prisoners at the Californian Soledad Prison in Salinas, brought
her international notoriety. Davis had become involved in the defense
campaign of the three inmates, who were accused of murdering a prison
guard and were facing capital punishment. Davis gave speeches about the
California penitentiary system, helped with the legal aid, and met the fam-
ily of George Jackson, who was one of the inmates. In August 1970, his
younger brother Jonathan Jackson entered a Marin County courtroom
armed and took the presiding judge, the assistant district attorney, and
a member of the jury hostage in an attempt to free three other inmates
who stood trial that day. In a subsequent shootout with the police, both
hostages and kidnappers died. Soon thereafter, the police ascertained that
the guns used in the kidnapping attempt were registered in Angela Davis’s
name. The authorities immediately indicted her for being an accomplice to
criminal conspiracy, kidnapping, and homicide, and issued a warrant for
her arrest. Though she was charged in August, she evaded capture for two
months—until October 1970—during which she was on the FBYs list of
Ten Most Wanted Criminals. ‘

As Davis’s former peers in the Federal Republic reacted with shock,
anger, and disbelief, Herbert Marcuse fueled these feelings through agita-
tion on her behalf.*® Only a month after her arrest, Marcuse published a
call for solidarity in an Austrian leftist journal, arguing that her story was
“the story of a threefold political repression: against a woman, against a
militant black woman, against a leftist rebel.” Whether or not Davis was
guilty, Marcuse stressed, the trial itsell would be unjust as “the trial of a
society of violence and injustice, of a society responsible for the situation
Angela finds herself in today.” In his view, she was “fighting for her life,” so
strong action was needed: “only a powerful protest, a protest that is present
everywhere and cannot be stifled, can save her life.”"

This was exactly the kind of protest Davis’s West German supporters
had in mind. The Black Panther Solidarity Committee in Frankfurt had
started to disseminate informational material on the Scledad Brothers
illuminating the background of Davis’s indictment as early as September
1970.5¢ The committee’s strategy was to launch a public information
campaign 1o build up international pressure for her to be acquitted.” On
November 24, 1970, about a thousand students gathered for a Frankfurt
teach-in, where they listened to speeches by KD Wolff and Daniel Cohn-
Bendit, among others.

Davis’s plight garnered support from more established sectors as well, On
December 22, 1970, faculty members of the University of Frankfurt—with
the support of the rector of the university—issued a call for solidarity with
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Angela Davis, condemning “U.S. imperialism” with surprisingly harsh lan-
guage. They expressed their concern that she was being

charged and convicted for her participation in organizing resistance to a sys-
temn that ha[d], for centuries, subjected the colored population of America to
the most ruthless economic and cultural exploitation. Within this system, a
hundred thousand murdered Vietnamese servel[d] the same purpose as the
feared judicial murder of Angela Davis: the maintenance of rotted, histori-
cally obsolete power and privileges.*

As this statement shows, the notion that Angela Davis’s case represented
a concerted attempt by U.S. authorities to criminalize and silence the
Black Power movement in a “prefascist” manner underlay most of thege
efforts.5?

The Angela Davis Solidarity Committee, founded in May 1971, held
this view as well. As a politically independent body, the committee’s goal
was to coordinate all support campaigns for Angela Davis in the Federal
Republic.** Tt provided basic information about Davis’s life, her studies
with Marcuse and her time in Frankfurt, her work in the African American
freedom movement, as well as the upcoming trial. Given Germany’s racist
history, the committee felt that it had special obligation to shine a light on
racial discrimination in other parts of the world: “The German people,
especially, have a right to be educated about the ongoing racism in the

Figure 37 Qn March 13, 1971, women’s groups in Frankfurt organized'g women and chil-
dren’s demonstration in support of Angela Davis, in which about 200 pdrticipants marched
to the U.S. General Consulate to deliver a petition (Manfred Tr1pp/Arch1v Hamburgcr

Institut fiir Sozialforschung).>
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world. And precisely those who have made their inner peace with the Jews
should consider that their credibility depends on their willingness to fight
without compromise against the social causes of racial discrimination,
wherever it appears.” Solidarity with Angela Davis, according to the com-
mittee, not only expressed opposition to a system whose “inhumanity” had
been “unveiled by its genocide in Vietnam,” but also served as an indica-

* tor of whether Germans had come to terms with the Nazi past by testing

their readiness to speak out against a supposed return of fascism at home
or abroad.*®

Within this frameworky the German past functioned as an interpretative
lens through which the struggle of African Americans was displayed for a
West German audience. As a consequence, support for Davis was consid-
ered just as important for Germany as it was for the United States. A group
of activists at the Free University’s John F. Kennedy Institute summed up
this perceived link between Angela Davis’s situation and their own: “In the
USA, as'in the Federal Republic, we must prevent political organizations
from being criminalized and, therefore, liguidated without the need for the
state to legitimize its actions, by propaganda campaigns of the state appa-
ratus and the bourgeois press.... The struggle to free Angela Davis is thus
directly linked to the struggle for our own democratic rights.”?

On June 3~4, 1972, the Angela Davis Solidarity Committee organized
a congress “Am Beispiel Angela Davis” (The Example of Angela Davis),

which drew more than 10,000 people for the opening rally at the Frankfurt _
Opernplatz. Once again, the congress participants highlighted the exem: .

plary character of the case, emphasizing that fighting for a fair trial for,-
Angela Davis was tantamount to fighting for democracy at home. In addi-
tion to drawing these analogies, the congress also prompted discussion
about the legitimacy of violence for social change. Only a few days before:
the congress opened, key members of the RAF (Andreas Baader, Holger.
Meins, and Jan-Carl Raspe) had been arrested after a series of terrorist
attacks in May. These included bombings at a U.S. military installation in’
Frankfurt, law enforcement agencies in Augsburg and Munich, the Axel .
Springer publishing house in Hamburg, the Furopean headquarters of the!
U.S. Army in Heidelberg, as well an assassination attempt on a federal judge
in Karlsruhe, which all together cansed the death of four U.S. soldiers and
injured seventy-four other people. Therefore, the congress took place in an:-
unsettled atmosphere marked by nationwide searches and media hysteria.
This situation transformed a solidarity event for an African American activ-
ist into a central forum for discussing pressing domestic concerns, includ- *
ing terrorism, the legitimacy of militant actions, and the state’s monopoly
on violence in the Federal Republic.

Consequently, the congress “Am Beispiel Angela Davis” was as much a
soul-searching of the West German Left at the beginning of the 1970s as
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it was about the African American struggle in the United States. Despite
honest compassion and concerns for her fate, West Germans, in a sense,

used Angela Davis as yet another Black Power icon upon which to project -

the hope of an international revolutionary alliance. As Herbert Marcuse
observed in 1969, Davis was the “ideal victim” for this sort of projection:
“She is black, she is militant, she is a communist, she is highly intelligent,
and she is pretty-~and this combination is more than the system can take!”58
Together with the personal connection she had to the Federal Republic,
these features spurred the solidarity movement for Angela Davis in West
Germany, which to many observers seemed even more active than that in
the United States. However, even these widespread solidarity efforts were
no match for the government-orchestrated campaign for the civil rights
struggle and the “heroine of the other America” on the other side of the

Wall, in communist East Germany.
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CHEAPTER 10

© Not only did I enter high school with a new name, but also
with a completely new insight into the life of Negroes in
Mississippi. I was now working for one of the meanest
white women in town, and a week before school started
Emugett Till was killed. :

Up until his death, I had heard of Negroes found float-
ing in a river or dead somewhere with their bodies riddled
with bullets. But I didn’t know the mystery behind these
killings then. I remember once when I was only seven I
bheard Mama and one of my aunts talking about some Ne-
£ro who had been beaten to death. “Just like them low-
down skunks killed him they will do the same to us,” Mama
had said. When I asked her who killed the man and why,
she said, “An BEvil Spirit killed him. You goita be a good
girl or it will kil you to0.” So since I was seven, I had lived
in fear of that “Evil Spirit.” It toock me eight years to
learn what that spirit was.

I was coming from school the evening I heard about Em-
met Tiill's death. There was a whole group of us, girls and
boys, walking down the road headed home. A group of
about six high school boys were walking a few paces ahead
of me and several other girls. We were laughing and talking
about something that had happened in school that day.
However, the six boys in front of us weren’t talking very
loud. Usually they kept up so much noise. But today they
were just walking and talking among themselves. All of a
sudden they began to shout at each other.

“Man, what in the hell do you mean?”

“What I mean is these goddamned white folks is gonna
start some shit here you just watch!”

“That boy wasnt but fourteen years old and they killed
dim. Now what kin a fourteen-year-old boy do with a
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their books down and sat themselves at the table. I didn
usually eat before T went to work. But 1 wanted to ask
Mama about Emmett Till. So I ate and thought of some
way of asking her.

“These beans are some good, Mama,” I said, trying to
sense her mood.

“Why is you eating anyway? You gonna be late for
work. You know how Miss Burke is,” she said to me.

“1 don’t have much to do this evening. I kin get it done
before I leave work,” I said.

The conversation stopped after that. Then Marna started
bumming that song again.

When I get to hebben, I'm gonna put on my shoes,
And gonna tromp 2ll over God’s hebben.

She put a plate on the floor for Jennie Ann and Jerry.

“Jennie Ann! you and Jerrry sit down here and eat and
don’t put beans all over this floor.”

Ralph, the baby, started crying. and she went in the bed-
room to give him his bottle. I got up and followed her.

“Mama, did you hear about that fourteen-year-old Negro
boy who was killed a little over a week ago by some white
men?” I asked her.

“Where did you hear that?” she said angrily.

“Boy, everybody reslly thinks I am dumb or deaf or
something. I heard Eddie them talking about it this eve-
ning coming from school.”

“Eddie them better watch how they go around here tolk-
ing. These white folks git a held of it they gonna be in
trouble,” she said.

“What are they gonna be in trouble about, Mama? People
got a right to t=1k, ain’t they?”

“You go on to work before you is late. And don’t you
let on like you know pothing about that boy being killed
before Miss Burke them. Just do your work like you don’t
know nothing,” she said. “That boy’s a lot better off in
heaven than he is here,” she continued and then started
singing again.

On my way to Mrs. Burke’s that evening, Mama’s words
kept running through my mind. “Just do your work like
you don’t know nothing.” “Why is Mama acting so scared?”
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scrubbing it. I had removed the stains in no time but I kept
scrubbing until they finished dinner.

When they had finished and gone into the living room
as usual to watch TV, Mrs. Burke called me to eat. Itook a
clean plate out of the cabinet and sat down. Just as I was
putting the first forkful of food m my mouth, Mrs. Burke
entered the kitchen.

“Essie, did you hear about that fourteen-year-old boy
who was killed in Greenwood?” she asked me, sitting down
in one of the chairs opposite me.

“No, I didn’t bear that,” I answered, almost choking om
the food.

“Dio you know why he was killed?” se asked and I dido’t
answer.

“Ee was killed because he got out of his place with a
white woman. A boy from Mississippi would have known
better than that. This boy was from Chicago. Negroes up
North have no respect for people. They think they can get
away with anything. He just came to Mississippi and put &
whole lot of notions in the boys® heads bere and stirred up
a lot of trouble,” she said passionately.

“How old are you, Essie?” she asked me after a pause.

“Fourteen. I will soon be fifteen though,” 1 said.

“See, that boy was just fourteen too. It’s 2 shame he had
to die so soon.” She was so red in the face, she looked as if
she was on fire.

When she left the kitchen I sat there with my mouth
open and my food untouched. I couldn’ have eaten npow if I
were starving. “Just do your work like you dorn’t know
nothing” ran through ray mind again and I began washing
the dishes.

1 went home shaking Ilike a leaf on a tree. For the first
time out of all her trying, Mrs. Burke had made me feel
Jikke Totten garbage. Many times she had tried to instili fear
within me and subdue me and had given up. But when she
¢alked about Emmett Till there was something in her voice
that sent chills and fear all over me. :

Before Emmett Till's murder, I had known the fear of
hunger, hell, and the Devil. But now there was a new fear
known to me—the fear of being killed just because I-was
black. This was the worst of my fears. I knew once I got
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“That's all I heard. Mrs. Burke must have thought I was
listening, so she toid me to clean the bathroom and leave.”
“Don’t you ever mention that word around Mrs. Burke
or no other white person, you heah! Finish your lesson and
cut that light out and go to bed,” Mama said angrily and

left the kitchen.

with a Mama like that youll never learn anything,” I
thought as I got into bed. All night long X thought about
Emmet Till and the NAACP. I even got up to jook up
NAACP in my little concise dictionary. But I didn’t find it

The next day at schooi, 1 decided to ask my homeroom
teacher Mrs. Rice the meaning of NAACP. When the bell
sounded for lunch, I remained in my seat as the other
students left the room.

“Are you going to spend your Tunch hour studying
again today, Moody?” Mrs. Rice asked me.

“Can I ask you a guestion, Mrs. Rice?” I asked her.

“you may ask me a question, yes, but I don’t knmow
if you can or not,” she said.

“What does the word NAACP mean?” 1 asked.

“Why do you want to know?”

“The lady I worked for had a meeting and 1 overheard
the word mentioned.”

“What else did you hear?”

“Nothing. I didn’t know what NAACP meant, that’s all.”
I felt like I was on the witness stand or something.

“Well, next time your boss has another meeting you
fisten more carefully. NAACP is a Negro organization that
was established a long time ago to help Negroes gain a few

basic rights,” she said. :
“What's it gotta do with the Emmett Till murder? I

asked.

“They are trying to get 2 conviction in Emmett Til's
case. You see the NAACP is trying to do 2 Iot for the
Negroes and get the right to vote for Negroes in the South.
1 shouldn't be telling you all this. And don’t you dare
breathe a word of what I said. It could cost me my job if
word got out I was teaching my students such. I gotta go
to lunch and you should go outside £00 because it's nice and
sunny out today,” she said leaving the room. “We'll talk

more when I have time.”
About a week later, Mrs. Rice had me over for Sunday
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CHAPTER 11

T was fifteen years old when I began to hate people. I hated
the white men who murdered Emmett Till and I hated all
the other whites who were responsible for the countless nur-
ders Mrs. Rice had told me about and those I vaguely re-
membered from childhood. But I also hated Negroes. 1
hated them for not standing up and doing something about
the murders. In fact, I think I had a stronger resentment to-
ward Negroes for letting the whites kill them than toward
the whites. Anyway, it was at this stage in my life that I
began to look upon Negro men as cowards. I could not
respect them for smiling in a white man’s face, addressing
him as Mr. So-and-So, saying yessuh and nossub when
after they were home behind closed doors that same white
man was a son of a bitch, a bastard, or any other name
more suitable than mister.

Emmett Till's murder provoked 2 lot of anger and ex-
citement among whites in Centreville. Now just about every
evening when I got to work, Mrs. Burke had to atiend 2
guild meeting. She had more women coming over now than
ever. She and her friends had organized canvassing teams
and a telephone campaign, to solicit for mew members.
Within a couple of months most of the whites in Cenre-
ville were taking part in the Guild. The meetings were initi-
ally held in the various houses. There were lawn parties
and church gatherings. Then when it began to get cold,
they were held in the high school auditorium.

After the Guild had organized about two-thirds of the
whites in Centreville, all kinds of happenings were unveiled.
The talk was on. White housewives began firing their maids
and scolding their husbands and the Negro communities
were full of whispered gossip.

The most talked-about subject was a love affair Mr. Fox,
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to. She said, “I thought you kmew. I'm secretary of the
NAACP chapter here on campus.”

“I didn’t even know they had a chapter here,” I said.

“Why don’t you become a member? Were starting a
voter registration drive in Hinds County and we need
canvassers. Besides, it would give you something to do in
- your spare time, now that you don’t see Dave any more.”

I promised her that I would go to the next meeting. All
that night I didn’t sleep. Everything started coming back to
me. I thought of Samuel O’Quinn. I thought of how he had
been shot in the back with a shotgun because they sus-
pected him of being a member. I thought of Reverend Du-
pree and his family who had been run out of Woodville
when I was a senior in high school, and all he had done was
to get up and mention NAACP in a sermon. The more I
remembered the killings, beatings, and intimidations, the
more I worried what might possibly happen to me or my
family if I joined the NAACP. But I knew I was going to
join, anyway. I had wanted to for a long time.

CHAPTER 21

A few weeks after I got involved with the Tougaloo chapter
of the NAACP, they organized 2 demounstration at the state
fair in Jackson. Just before it was to come off, Medgar
Evers came to campus and gave & big hearty speech about
how “Jackson was gonna move.” Tougaloo sent four picket-
ers to the fair, and one of them was Dave Jones. Because
he was chosen to be the spokesman for the group, he was
the first to be interviewed cn TV. That evening when the
demonstration was televised on all the news programs, it
seemed as though every girl in the dorm was down in the
lounge in front of the set. They were all shooting off about
how they would take part in the next demonstration. The
girl Dave was now seeing was running all around talking
about how good he looked.

Dave and the other demonstrators had been arrested and
were to be bailed out around eight that night. By eight-thirty
a lot of us were sitting outside on the dormitory steps await-
ing their arrival, and they still hadn’t shown up. One of the
girls had just gone inside to call the NAACF beadquarters
in Jackson, when suddenly two police cars came speeding
through the campus. Students came running from every
building. Within minutes the police cars were completely
surrounded, blocked in from every direction. There were
two cops in the front seat of each car. They locked fright-
ened to death of us. When the students got out of the cars,
they were hugged, kissed, and congratulated for well over
an hour. All during this time the cops remained in their
seats behind locked doors. Finally someone started singing
“We Shall Overcome,” and everyone joined in. When we
finished singing, someone suggested we go to the football
field and have a big rally. In minutes every student was on
the football field singing all kinds of freedom songs, giving
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tcstm}onies as to what we were going to do, and praying and
carrying on something terrible. The rally ended at twelve-
thirty and by this time, all the students were ready to tear
Jackson to pieces.

The following evening Medgar Evers again came to
campus to, as e put it, “get some of Tougaloo’s spirit and
gg gnd sptgﬁd ii;i arognd all over Jackson.” He gave us a

od pep and said we would be i
to time 1o demonstrate. eefied upon from time

']{'ha.t spring term I had really wanted to do well in all my
subjects, but I had become so wrapped up in the Move-
ment that by the time mid-semester grades came out, I had
llaa.re;y a one-point average. Other students who had got-
ten volved with the NAACP were actually funking. I
Started concentrating more on my work-—with little success.
It seemed_l as though everything was going wrong.

In addition to my academic problems, I was running out
of money. In May I was so broke, I could not pay my last
month’s bﬂ}} and was forced to write Mama and ask her to
send me thirty dollars. A couple of weeks went by without
a letter from her. If Mama had the money, I knew she
Woul,d have sent it. Apparently she didn’t have it, but why
didn’t she write anyway? Finally T got a letter from Adline
who was working in New Orleans. Marma had written Ad:
line and asked her to send me some money, because Ray-
mond wouldn’t let her send me any herself. Adline could
only spare ten dollars, and she wrote me that she wag
gqrgy_t{[ had gone to Tougaloo when I knew I could not af-

ord i

The letter made me so mad that I was sick all the next
week. I decided to write Emma and ask her for the thirty
dollgrs. She sent me forty right away and said that she and
;n.y ;‘la:ldy vgogl‘;i h]’:vd? helped me more and that they wanted
o, but my da ad been bothe i i
RS Workmg. thered with his back and had

Emma’s money took care of the spring te
was faced m;h the problem of the s£nm§r. in]i’aguti Iﬁg}gg
up some credits in summer schoo i
getting a student loan. b and Lwas coumting on

Cne day as I passed the main bulletin board on campus,
I noticed a memorandum from the Dean, saying that appli:
cations for federal loans had to be turned in before the
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week was up. The next day I stopped in at the Dean's
office to pick up a form. His secretary told me that I was
too late. There were too many applicants already. I went
to see the Dean, and had to give him my whole damn life
history. I didn’t like that at all, but I needed the money. I
told him I wouldn’t be able to graduate mpext year if I
couldn’t go to summer school. He wasn’t very encouraging,
but ke gave me a form to fill out just in case one of the
other students had a change in plans. My luck was so bad,
I dide’t believe this could possibly happen.

By now I was so low' I needed someone’s comfort. §
started seeing Dave again, and the same old trouble started.
But this time I didn’t care so much. School would be out
soon and I wouldn’t see him again, Dave would graduate if
anyone did. He had even received a Woodrow Wilson
fellowship.

I took my final exarns and was preparing to leave the
campus, when I received 2 notice from the Dean’s office.
It said that I had been given the sum of one hundred fifty
dollars to assist me in summer school. Even though I had
asked for three hundred, I started feeling better—better
than I had felt in a long time. I didn’t know how 1 would .
manage on a hundred and fifty dollars, but I koew I would
find some way to do it.

During the summer a white student moved into the room
across the hall from me. Her name was Joan Trumpauer,
and she told me she worked for SNCC as a secretary. In
2 short time we got to know each other very well, and
soon I was going into Jackson with Joan and hanging out at
her office. SNCC was starting & voter registzation drive
in the Delta (Greenwood and Greenville) and was re-
cruiting studenis at Tougaloo. When they asked me if I-
wanted to canvass every other weekend, I agreed to go.

The first time I went to the Delta, I was with three other
girls. A local family put us up ard we slept two to a room.
The second time I was there I stayed at the Freedom House
—a huge white frame bouse that SNCC was renting from
a widow for sixty doliars a month. This time I was with
Bettye Poole, who had been canvassing for SNCC for 2
couple of months, and Carolyn Quinn, 2 new recruit like
me. We arrived at the Freedom House on 2 Friday night
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about twelve-thirty and found fifteen boys all sleeping in
one large room on triple-decker beds. They were all sleeping
in their clothes. Some of the boys got up and we played
cards for a while. A couple of them were from McComb,
Mississippi, which was only twenty miles from Centreville.
We cracked jokes about how bad the whites were in Wil-
kinson County. Around 2 A.M. I started to get sleepy and
asked where the girls were going to stay. I was told we
were going to stay right in the same room with all those
boys. I was some shocked. Now I understood why Bettye
Poole was wearing jeans; just then she was climbing into
one of the empty bunks and settling down for the night.
Here I was with only a transparent nylon pajama set to
sieep in. Carolyn Quinn wasn’t prepared either. The two
of us just sat up in chairs until some extra pairs of pants
were found for us. The boys explained that they slept in
their clothes because they had had bomb threats, and had
to be ready to run anytime. They all slept bere in this one
big room because it was sheltered by another house.

The next morning I woke up to the sounds of someone
banging on a skillet and hollering, “Come and get it! Come

. and get it!” When we walked in the kitchen, the boy who'd
made the racket said, “All right, girls, take over. Us boys
have been cooking all week.” Most of the guys were angry
because he had gotten them up in that manner, but they
didn’t make a big fuss over it. Carclyn and I started cook-
ing. When we announced that the food was ready, the boys
ran over each other to get to the kitchen. It seemed they
thought the food would disappear. It did. Within five min-
utes, everything on the table was gone. The food ran out
and three boys were left standing in lie.

I really got to like all of the SNCC workers. I had never
known people so willing and determined to help others. I
thought Bob Moses, the director of SNCC in Mississippi,
was Jesus Christ in the flesh. A lot of other people thought
of him as J.C., too.

The SNCC workers who were employed full-time were
paid only ten dollars a week. They could do more with that
ten dollars than most people I knew could do with fifty.
Sometimes when we were in the Delta, the boys would
take us out. We did not finish with our work some Satur-
days until ten or eleven, and all the Negro places had 2
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twelve o’clock curfew. But we would have more fun in an
bour than most people could have in twenty-four. We
would often go to one place where the Boys had made
iriends with the waitresses, and they would sneak us fifths
of liquor. Those SNCC boys had friends everywhere, among
the Negroes, that is. Most whites were just waiting for the

_chance to kill them all off.

I guess mostly the SNCC workers were just Iucky. Most
of them had missed 2 bullet by an inch or so on many oc-
casions. Threats didn’t stop them. They just kept going all
the time. Ore Saturday we got to Greenville and discovered
that the office had been bombed Friday night. The office
was located up two flights of outside steps in a little broken-
down building. It seemed as though a real hard wind would
bave blown it away. The bomb knocked the steps off, but
that didn’t stop the rally on Saturday night. Some of the
boys made steps. When the new steps began to collapse, we
ended up using a ladder. I remember when the rally ended,
we found that the ladder was gone. For a few minutes we
were real scared. We just knew some whites had moved it.
We were all standing up there in the doorway wondering
what to do. There was only one exit, and it was too high up
to jump from. We figured we were going to be blown up. it
seemed as though the whites had finally trapped uws. The
bigh school students were about to panic, when suddenly
one of the SNCC boys came walking up with the ladder
and yelled up to ask if the excitement was over. A lot of
the other guys were mad enough to hit him. Those that did
only tapped him lightly and smiled as they did it. “The
nexrve of those guys!” I thought.

Things didn't seem to be coming along too well in the
Delta. On Saturdays we would spend all day canvassing and
often at night we would have mass rallies. But these were
usually poorly attended. Many Negroes were afraid to
come. In the beginning some were even afraid to talk to
vs. Most of these old plantation Negroes had been brain-
washed so by the whites, they really thought that only
whites were supposed to vote. There were even a few who
had pever heard of voting. The only thing most of them
knew was how to handle a hoe. For years they had demon-
strated how well they could do that. Some of them had cal-
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lusegs on their hands so thick they would hide them if they
noticed you looking at them.

On Sundays ‘we usually went to Negro churches to speak.
We were split into groups according to our religious affilia-
tion. We were supposed to know how to reach those with
the same faith as ourselves. In church we hoped to be able
to reach many more Negroes. We knew that even those
that slammt_ad doors in ocur faces or said, “I don’t want no
part of voting” would be there. There would also be the
schoolteachers and the middle-class professional Negroes
who dared not participate. They knew that once they did,
they would lose that $250 a month job. But the people
started getting wise to us. Most of thern stopped coming to
church. They knew if they came, they would have to E:ace
us. Then the ministers started asking us not to come because
we scared their congregations away. SNCC had to come up
with a new strategy.

As the work continued that summer, people began to
come around. I guess they saw that our intentions were

good. But sorne began getting fired from their jobs, thrown

off plantations and left homeless. They could often find
somewhere else to stay, but food and clothing became a
problem. SNCC started to send representatives to Northern
college campuses. They went begging for food, clothing and
money for the people in Mississippi, and the food, clothing
a:;d money started coming in. The Delta Negroes still
d1_dn"£ understand the voting, but they knew they had found
friends, friends they could trust.
That summer [ could feel myself beginning to

For the ﬁr_st time I began to think somethgilr?glwﬁuld EZZI:)%;
about whites _killing, beating, and misusing Negroes. I
knew I was going to be a part of whatever happened.

A \ffeek _before summer school ended, I was in town
shopping with Rose, a girl from the dorm. We had plapned
to split cab fare back to campus, but discovered we did
not have enough money. Cab fare out to Tougaloo was
$_2.50 and bus fare was thirty-five cents one way. We de-
cided to take the Trailways back. When we got to the sta-
tion, I suggested to Rose that we use the white side. “I'm
game if you are,” she said. .
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I walked in the white entrance. When 1 looked back, 1
saw that Rose had not followed. I decided I would not go
back to see what had happened, because she would try
and talk me out of it. As I was buying my ticket, she walked
up behind me.

“Shit, Moody, I thought you were kidding,” she said.

T didn’t answer. I was noticing the reaction of the man
behind the counter. He stood looking at me as if he were
paralyzed.

“hfake that two tickets, please,” I said to him.

“Where is the other one to?” he said.

“Both to Tougaloo,” I said. :

As he was getting the tickets for us, another man had
gotten on the phone. He kept looking at us as he was talk-
ing. I think he was reporting to the police what was taking
place. The man that sold us the tickets acted as if that was
the last thing in the world be wanted to do. He slapped the
tickets down on the counter, and threw the change at me.
The change fell off the counter and rolled over the floor.
That bastard had the nerve to laugh as we picked it up.
Rose and I sat opposite each other, so we could see what

- was happening throughout the terminal. The bus was to

leave at three-thirty, and we had gotien there about two-
forty-five. We had some time to wait. Rose had a watch. I
asked her to keep a check on the time.

People came in and stared. Some cven laughed. Nothing
happened until a bunch of white soldiers sat with us and
started talking. The conversation had gone on for some
time when a Negro woman got off one of the incoming
buses. She saw us sitting in there and walked right in. She
had about six small children with her. The little Negro
children started running around the station picking up
things from the counter and asking if they could buy them.
At that point the excitement started. A drunken white man
walked into the staticn behind the Negro lady with all the
children. He started cursing, calling us’ all kinds of niggers.

“Get them little dirty swines outta heah,” he said, pulling
one of the litfle boys to the door.

“Take your filthy hands off my child,” the'Negro woman
said. “What’s going on here anyway?”’

“They got a place for you folks, pow why don’t you
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take them chilluns of yours and go on right over there?”
the drunkard said, pointing to the Negro side of the bus
station.

The lady looked at us. I guess she wanted us to say
something. Rose and I just sat there. Finally she realized a
sit-in or something was going on. She took her children
and hurried out of the door. Instead of going to the Negro
side, she went back on the bus. She looked as though she
was really angry with us.

After that the drunkard started yelling at us. I didn’t get
too scared, but Rose was now shaking. She had begun to
smoke cigarettes one after the other. She looked at her
watch. “Moody, we have missed the bus,” she said.

“What time is 1t?” I asked.

“It’s almost four-thirty.”

“They didn’t even announce that the bus was loading,” 1
said.

I walked over to the.man at the ticket counter. “Xas the
bus come in that’s going to Tougaloo?” I asked him.

“One just left,” he said.

“You didn’t announce that the bus was in.”

“Are you telling me how to do my job?” he said. “I hear
you niggers at Tougaloo think you run Mississippi.”

“When is the next bus?”’ I asked.

“Five-thirty,” he said, very indignant.

T went back and told Rose that the next bus left at five-
thirty. She wanted to leave, but I insisted that we stay. Just
as I was trying to explain to her why we should not leave,
the white drunk walked up behind her. He had what ap-
peared to be a wine bottle in his hand.

“Talk io me, Rose,” [ said.

“What’s going on?” Rose said, aimost shouting.

“Nothing. Stop acting so damnp scared and start talking,”
1 zaid.

The drunk walked up behind her and held the bottle up
as though he was going to hit her on the head. All the time,
I was looking him straight in the face as if to say, “Would
you, would you really hit her?” Rose knew someone was
behind her. She wouldn’t have been able to talk or act nor-
mal if someone in the station threatened to shoot her if she
didn’t. The drunkard saw that I was pleading with him.
He cursed me, throwing the bottle on the floor and break-

COLLEGE 257

ing it. At this point, more people got all railied up. They
had now started shouting catcalls from every direction.
Some bus drivers walked into the station. “What’s wrong?
What's going on heah?” one of them shouted. One took a
chair and sat right in front of us. “Do you girls want to see
2 show?” he said. “Did you come bere for a little enter-
tainment?”

We didn’t say anything. e

“] guess you dide’t. I'll put it on anyhow,” he said. fNox_w
bere’s how white folks entertain,” putting his thumbs in }:us
ears and wiggling his fingers, kicking his feet and making
211 kind of facial expressions. The rest of the whites in the
bus station laughed and laughed at him. Some asked him to
imitate a2 monkey, Martin Lutber King, Medgar Evers.
His performance went on for what seemed to be 2 good
thirty minutes. When he finished, or rather got tired pf,
clowning, he said, “Now some of you other people give
them what they really came for.” ]

All this time the man was still on the phone talking to-

. someone. We were sure he was talking to the police. Some

of the other people that were sitting around in the bus sta-
tion starting shouting remarks. 1 guess they were taking
the advice of the bus driver. Again Rose locked at her
watch to report that we had missed the second bus. It was
almost a quarier to seven. . ]

We didn’t know what to do. The place was getting more
tense by the minute. Peopie had now begun to crowd
around us. ] )

“I et's go, Moody,” Rose began to plead with me. “If
you don’t T'll leave you here,” she said.

I knew she meant it, and I didn’t want to be left alone.
The crowd was going to get violent any minute DOW.

“3.K., Rose, let’s go,” I said. “Don’t turn your back to

one, though.”
an%\fe got upgand walked backward to the door. The crowd
followed us just three or four feet away. Some were threat-
ening to kick us out—or throw us all the way to Tougaloo,
and 2 lot of other possible and impossible things.

Rose and I hit the swinging doors with our backs at the
same time. The doors closed immediately behind us. We
were now outside the station not knowing what to do or

where to run. We were afraid to leave. We were at the
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back of the station and thought the mob would be waiting
for us if we ran around in front and tried to leave. Any mo-
ment now, those that had followed us would be on us again.
We were standing there just going to pieces.

“Get in this here car,” a Negro voice said.

I glanced to one side and saw that Rose was getting into
the back seat. At that moment the mob was coming toward
me through the doors. I just started moving backward until
I fell into the car. The driver sped away.

After we had gotten blocks away from the station, I was
still looking out of the back window to see who would
follow. No one bad. For the first time I looked to see who
was driving the car and asked the driver who he was. He
said he was a minister, that he worked at the bus station
part-time. He asked us not to ever try and sit-in again with-
out first planning it with an organization.

“You girls just can’t go around doing things on your
own,” he said. He drove us all the way to campus, then
made us feel bad by telling us he probably would get fired.

‘He said he was on a thirty-minute break. That’s a Negro
preacher for you.

Summer school ended the following week. I headed for
New Orleans to get that good three weeks of work in be-
fore the fall term of my senior year began.

1




CHAPTER 30

T didn’t stay long in New Orleans—just a couple of days—
because I realized I had no way of making any money
during the next two weeks. I was a little sorry I had quit
my job at the restaurant so soon. The evening after I got
back, Tim and Carol, a white married couple from Cali-
fornia working with New Orleans CORE, stopped by the
apartment and asked if T wanted to ride inte Mississippi
with them the following morning. They were going to
visit a friend of theirs who had been arrested in the Canton
Freedom Day march. I just couldn’t resist that free ride to
Mississippi.

The following morning I was back in Canton, ready to
start work on the Summer Project. As soon as I had left my
suitcase at the Freedom House, I went to see Mrs. Chinn.
I found her looking terribly depressed.

“Anne,” she sald, “if I were you and didn’t have no ties
to Canton, I wouldn’t waste no time here. Looka here, alla
that work we put inte that march and McKinley almost
beaten to death and things are even worse than they were
before. These niggers done went into hiding again, scared
to stick their heads outta the door. C.C.s in jail, them
goddamn cops coming by my house every night, just about
to drive me crazy. This ain’t the way, Anne. This just ain’t
the way. We ain’t big enough to do it by ourselves.”

I had never seen Mrs. Chinn that depressed. What she
said got me to thinking real hard. I walked around Canton
for hours looking at the familiar streets. There were hardly
any Negroes 10 be seen. The whole place looked dead.
Walking past the jail, I saw C. O. Chinn coming in with
the chain gang. They had been out digging ditches all day
and he was filthy from head to toe. When he saw me, he
waved trying te look happy. I couldn’t hardly bring myself
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to wave back. I walked away as quickly as I could. I
couldm’t get that picture of C.O. out of my mind. A year
ago when I first came to Canton, C.O. was a big man in
town, one of Canton’s wealthiest Negroes. He had opened
up Canton for the Movement. He had sacrificed and lost
all he had trying to get the Negroes moving. Now he was
trying to look happy on a chain gang!

I felt worse about everything than I had ever felt before.
Mrs. Chinn’s words kept pounding through my head: “We
ain’t big enough to do it by ourselves.” My head began to
ache. I found myself running. I was trying to get away. I
felt like the walls of Mississippi were closing in on me and
Mrs. Chinn and C.0. and all the other Negroes in the state,
crushing us. I had to get out and let the world know what
was happening to us. I ran faster, and faster. I soon got
back to the Freedom House out of breath, just in time to
stumble into Dave Dennis’ car and head for Jackson. About
twenty minutes later, Dave was parking in front of the

" COFO headquarters on Lynch Street. Parked right in front

of us was a Greyhound bus. The motor was running and
smoke was shooting out of its exhaust pipe. it looked and
sounded like it was about to pull off. Getiting out of the
car, I saw Bob Moses holding the door open waving good-
bye to the people inside. I ran up to him and asked:

“Hey Bob, where’s this bus going?”

“Oh! Moody, I'm glad you came. Can you go? We need
you to testify,” he said.

“Testify? What doyou ... 7" . '

“Hey Moody! C’mon get on, we're going to Washington!”
It was little twelve-year-old Gene Young, leaning his bead
out of the window. As the bus began to pull out, Bob
grabbed the door and held it for me. I just managed to
squeeze in. The bus was packed. To avoid the staring,
smiling faces I knew, I just bopped down between Gene
and his friend. As soon as the bus was really moving,
gverybody began singing, “We Shall Overcome.” 1 closed
my eyes and leaned back in the seat listening to them.

We shall overcome, We shall overcome
We shall overcome some day.

Oh, deep in my heart I do believe

We shall overcome some day.




3¢ COMING OF AGE IN MISSISSIPPI

“C’'mon, Annie Moody, wake up! Get the Spirit oni”
Little Gene yelled right in my ear. I opened my eyes and
looked at him.

“We’re gonna go up there to Washington and we’re gonna
tell em somethin’ at those COFQ hearings. We're gonna
tell ’em what Mississippi is all about,” Gene said excitedly,
joining in the singing. His eyes were gleaming with life and
he clapped his hands in time with the song. Watching him,
I felt very old.

The truth will make us free,
The truth will make us free,
The truth will make us free some day.
Oh, deep in my heart I do belicve
The truth will make us free some day.

Suddenly he looked at me again and saw that I still wasp’t
singing.

“Moody, what's wrong? What’s the matter with you?
You cracking up or something?” he asked, looking worried
for the first time. When I didn’t answer, he gave me a
puzzled look and joined the singing again, but this time

he was not so lively.

I sat there listening to “We Shall Overcome,” looking
out of the window at the passing Mississippi landscape.
Images of all that had happened kept crossing my miod:
the Taplin burning, the Birmingham church bombing,
Medgar Evers’” murder, the blood gushing out of McKin-
ley’s head, and all the other murders. I saw the face of Mrs.
Chinn as she said, “We ain’t big enough to do it by our-
selves,” C.0.’s face when he gave me that pitiful wave from
the chain gang. I could feel the tears welling up in my eyes.

“Moody . . .” it was little Gene again interrupting his
singing. “Moody, we’re gonna git things straight in Wash-
ington, huh?”

I didn’t answer him. I knew I didn’t have to. He looked as
if he knew exactly what I was thinking.

“I wonder: I wonder.”

We shall overcome, We shall overcome
We shall overcome some day.

© I wonpeR. k really WONDER.




Nicht nur mein Sieg

Rede von Angela Davis am 11. September 1972,
Berlin — Friedrichstadt-Palast

reundschaft! Liebe Genossinnen und Genossen, lieber Genosse Ho-
necker, liehe Genossen Mitglieder des Zentralkomitees der Sozialis-
tischen Einheitspartei! Liebe Genossen Mitglieder der Freien Deut-
schen Jugend, liebe Genossen Pioniere! Auf meiner Reise habe ich
Dbisher sehr schine Augenblicke erlebt, und dies ist ein Augenblick
der groﬁten Freude in meinem Leben. Diese Kundgebung ruft in mir jenes Bild
wach, als ich noch im Gefangnis war und meine Schwester Fania hier zu euch
sprach und euch aufforderte, den Kampf fiir meine Befreiung fortzusetzen. Sie
brachte mir eure Botschaft in das Gefingnis nach Kalifornien, Ich bin nicht nur
gliicklich, hier in der Deutschen Demokratischen Republik, im sozialistischen
Deutschland zu sein, sondern speziell in Berlin, in der Stadt, in der die X. Welt-
festspiele der Jugend stattfinden werden.

In meinem Namen und im Namen meiner Genossen Kendra Alexander und
Franklin Alexander méchte ich euch, dem Zentralkomitee der SED, dem Mini-
sterrat und der Freien Deutschen Jugend fiir die Einladung zam Besuch der DDR
herzlich danken. Ich bringe auch die allerherzlichsten Griifie von meiner Partei,
der Kommunistischen Partei der USA, und von unserer Jugendorganisation, dem
Bund Junger Arbeiter fiir die Befreiung. Und in unser aller Namen mdchte ich
meinen ganz tief empfundenen Dank aussprechen fiir eine so grofartige Kam-

pagne, die ihr fiir meine Befreiung gefiihrt habt. Ich méchte vor allem den Jun-
gen Pionieren sagen, dafl die Tausende und Abertausende Kartengriifle, die
mich in meiner Gefingniszelle erreichten, eine grofle Quelle des Mutes waren.

Im Haus eines Freundes in San Jose gibt es eine grofie Garage, die gefiillt ist
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mit Millionen von Briefen und Karten von der Jugend der sozialistischen Lan-
der und besonders von der Jugend der DDR. Die vielen, vielen Briefe, die sich
hier auf der Bithne befinden, werden wir in die Vereinigten Staaten mitnehmen
und einen Weg finden, um sie vielen Menschen zu zeigen, damit sie sehen, was
proletarischer Internationalismus bedeutet.

Mit den vielen, vielen Briefen und Karten, die an mich geschrieben wurden,
und den Protestschreiben an die Regierung der Vereinigten Staaten, die ge-
schrieben wurden von den Jugendlichen, von Arbeitern und Studenten und von
Wissenschaftlern, damit hat die Bevilkerung der Deutschen Demokratischen Re-
publik bei der Regierung meines Landes eine nachhaltige Wirkung erzielt. Die
Sowjetunion, die Vélker der Sowjetunion, die Bevilkerung der Deutschen De-
mokratischen Republik und die Vilker der sozialistischen Lander gingen voran
in der grofen Bewegung der fortschrittlichen Krifte der ganzen Welt, die zu mei-
ner Befreiung fithrte.

Der Sieg, der mit meiner Befreiung erreicht wurde, ist nicht nur mein Sieg,
und es ging auch nicht darum, nur eine Gefangene aus den Fangen der politi-
schen Unterdriiclung der USA zu befreien. Dieser Sieg ist eine Lehre fiir die
Menschen in der ganzen Welt: Wenn die Unterdriickten in der ganzen Welt sich
zusammenschlieflen, dann haben wir in uns die Macht, die es uns erlaubt, eines
Tages bald den Imperialismus zu besiegen.

Vor allem und zuallererst lehrt es uns, dafl wir imstande sind, dem Volker-
mord in Indochina ein Ende zu setzen.

Genossinnen und Genossen! Wir kommen aus einem Land, dessen Regie-
rung und dessen herrschende Klasse Napalmbomben und andere Bomben auf
kleine Kinder in Vietnam werfen. Wir kommen aus einem Land, wo der Ras-
sismus kleine schwarze Kinder stindig und jeden Tag angreift. Wir kommen aus
einem Land, wo die Arbeiterklasse die Priichte ihrer Arbeit geben muss, damit
die Reichen thre Profite erzielen und damit die wahnsinnige Sucht nach kapita-
listischem Profit befriedigt wird. Aber wie eure Genossen hier bereits gesagt ha-
ben: Das ist nicht das Amerika, das wir vertreten, Wir vertreten das andere Ame-
rika, das Amerika der Arbeiterklasse, das Amerika der schwarzen Menschen, der
Puertorikaner, der meyikanischen Amerikaner, der Asiaten dort und der ein-
heimischen Indianer. Wir vertreten alle Unterdriickten und Ausgebeuteten un-
seres Landes. Wir vertreten jene, die fiir Frieden und filr Gerechtigkeit kiimp-
fen, und alle jene, die sehr bald fiir sozialistische Vereinigte Staaten von Amerika
kimpfen werden, und so war es kein Zufall, dass wir zu euch aus dem Lande Le-
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nins kommen, aus dem Land der ersten stegreichen sozialistischen Revolution,
der Union der Sozialistischen Sowjetrepubliken.

Wir sehen hier in eurem Land das lebendige Ergebnis der Taten der Volker
der Sowjetunion, die euer Land und die Welt vom Hitler-Faschismus befreiten,
Wihrend wir hier die Erbschaft von Karl Marx und Friedrich Engels, den ersten
Theoretikern und Aktivisten des wissenschaftlichen Sozialismus, sehen, sehen
wir auch die grofien Taten der deutschen antifaschistischen Kampfer!

Wahrend wir durch die Sowjetﬁnion reisten und seitdem wir hier in enrem
Land sind -etwas mehr als vierundzwanzig Stunden -, haben wir uns gefithlt, als
wenn wir in einer neuen Dimension sind, in einer neuen Dimension von Raum
und Zeit. Wir befinden uns tatsichlich in einer neuen historischen Ara, ver-
gleichen wir das Leben in den sozialistischen Lindern mit dem in den Verei-
nigten Staaten. Wir sehen, was es bedeutet, wenn die Arbeiterklasse die Macht
in Hiinden hilt, und wir hatten manchmal eigenartige, manchmal sogar amii-
sante Erlebnisse. Es ist nicht sehr lange her, da waren wir Gast der Stadt der Kos-
monauten aufSerhalb Moskaus, und wir konnten es kaum glauben, dass wir mit
Generilen anstieflen! Wir waren heute Gaste des Genossen Honecker und des
Genossen Ulbricht, und fiir uns ist das ein wunderbares, aber eigenartiges Ge-
fishl, Géste der Fithrer eines ganzen Landes zu sein, weil wir eigentlich gewohnt
sind, gegen die Fithrung in unserem Land zu kimpfen. Deshalb erleben wir et-
was, was nicht undhnlich einem Traum ist, weil wir uns immer daran erinnern
und vor Augen fithren, dass in unserem Land unsere Regierung und die Armee
fihig sind, furchtbarste barbarische Verbrechen gegen die Menschheit zu bege-
hen. Und ich muss mich daran erinnern - obwohi ich frei bin, und meine Ket-
ten gebrochen wurden durch eine so grof3artige weltweite Bewegung, an der ihr
einen bedeutsamen Anteil habt -, dass es immer noch Tausende politische Ge-
fangene in unserem Land gibt, die sich in Ketten befinden.

Vielleicht erinnert ihr euch noch an einige Namen, zum Beispiel an die So-
ledad-Briider und an Fleeta Drumgo. Obwohl er als einer der Soledad-Briider
befreit wurde, steht er vor neuen hinterhiltigen Anschuldigungen, Er und finf
andere Hiftlinge des Gefangnisses in San Quentin stehen vor einer neuen Mord-
anklage im Zusammenhang mit den Vorgingen um die Ermordung George Jack-
sons.

Diese Anschuldigungen sind gegen sie nur deshalb erhoben worden, weil
man sie als aufrechte Kdmpfer fiir die Gerechtigkeit und filr Frieden kennt. Und
dann ist der Fall von William Dean Smith, einem schwarzen Soldaten, der be-
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schuldigt wird, zwei Offiziere in Vietnam getotet zu haben. Aber sein eigentli-
ches Verbrechen ist; Er weigerte sich, seine Waffen gegen seine vietnamesi-
schen Briider, die fiir ihre Fretheit kimpfen, ziz erheber. Das sind nur zwei Bej-
spiele von einem ganzen Apparat, einem ganzen System politischer
Unterdriickung in unserem Land heute.

Aber der Imperialismus hat auch andere Ausdrucksweisen. Es gibt auch
eine ideologische Kampagne, eine ideologische Diversion, die darauf gerichtet
ist, eine sich entwickelnde Bewegung zu zerstoren, eine Bewegung der Werkti-
tigen, Schwarzer und Weifler, die filr Gerechtigkeit kimpfen, fiir das Ende des
Krieges in Vietnam, und die bald auch fiir den Sozialismus eintreten werden. Es
gibt also verschiedene Methoden, das revolutionire Potential besonders junger
Menschen zu zerstéren. Es gibt Versuche, die jungen Menschen in die Jesusbe-
wegung zu bringen. Es gibt Versuche, die jungen Menschen zu bewegen, Rausch-
gift zu nehmen. In unseren Gemeinden, wo Schwarze wohnen, sicht man die ent-
setzlichen Folgen des Rauschgiftes jeden Tag, weil die Vertreter der herrschenden
Klasse gerade dieses Rauschgift in unsere schwarzen Gemeinschaften senden, um
unseren Kampfgeist zu lihmen und zu téten. Es ist sehr traurig zu beobachten,
dass es auch acht- und neunjahrige Kinder gibt, die rauschgiftstichtig geworden
sind.

Das ist nur eine der Methoden, die die herrschende Klasse anwendet, um un-
seren Kampf, den gemeinsamen Kampf der Schwarzen und Weiflen fiir Frieden,
Sozialismus und fiir Gerechtigleit, zu untergraben und zu vernichten.

Und lasst mich ein weiteres Beispiel anfiihren fiir diese ideologischen At-
tacken, weil dieses Beispiel mir sehr nahe geht. Es handelt sich um ein zwolf-
jahriges schwarzes Midchen in New York, das einen Aufsatz schrieb tiber die Be-
wunderung, die sic fiir mich empfindet. Und die weifle Lehrerin gab dem
Midchen diesen Aufsatz zuriick mit dem Kommentar: ,,Konntest du nicht ein
wiirdigeres Objekt finden als dieses kommunistische Teufelsweib?” Das sind Pro-
bleme, denen wir in unserem Land gegeniiberstehen.

Diese Beispiele sind nur einige wenige, sind nur die Spitze eines Eisberges.
Aber ich bin ganz sicher, wenn wir in die Vereinigten Staaten zurfickkehren, und
wenn wir erzihlen iiber das, was wir erlebt haben wéhrend unserer Reise durch
die sozialistische Staatengemeinschaft, und wenn wir von der Schonheit und der
Wirme der Menschen eszihlen, die wir getroffen haben, ob in der Sowjetunion
oder hier in Berlin, und wenn wir von den Kindern erzihlen werden, die mir auf
der Strafle zurufen und mir zuwinken, und wenn wir fiber die Kinder mit ihren
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wunderbaren offenen Gesichtern berichten werden, und wenn wir berichten wer-
den von ihrem tiefen Gefithl des proletarischen Internationalismus, dann wer-
den wir gine sehr wichtige Waffe gegen den Imperialismus in unserer Hand hal-
ten,

Und so danke ich euch noch einmal fitr eure Unterstittzung und Solidaritit
wihrend der Zeit, in der ich im Gefingnis war, und danke, dass ihr uns gelehrt
habt, was der Geist des proletarischen Internationalismus bedeutet,

Es lebe die DDR! Es febe der proletarische Internationalismus!
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Not Only My Victory

Speech by Angela Davis on September 11, 1972
Berlin — Friedrichstadt-Palast

(translated from German by Lenore Bartko)

Friendship! Dear comrades, dear Comrade Honecker, dear comrade members of the Central
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party! Dear comrade members of the Free German Youth,
dear comrade pioneers! So far during my trip I have had many wonderful experiences, and
this is a very joyous moment in my life. This rally makes me remember the time when | was
still in prison and my sister, Fania, came here and spoke to you and urged you to continue to
fight for my release. She brought me tidings of you to the jail in California. I am not only
happy to be here in the German Democratic Republic, in socialist Germany, but especially to
be here in Berlin, the city, in which the 10" World Festival of Youth will take place.

On behalf of myself and my comrades Kendra Alexander and Franklin Alexander, | would
like to thank the Central Committee of the SED (Socialist Unity Party), the cabinet and the
Free German Youth very much for the invitation to visit the GDR. | also come bearing hearty
greetings from my party, the Communist Party of the USA, and from our youth organization,
the Young Workers’ Liberation League. On behalf of us all, I would like to express my
heartfelt gratitude for the excellent campaign that you led for my release. Above all, 1 would
like the Young Pioneers to know that the thousands upon thousands of cards that reached me
in my prison cell were a great source of courage for me.

There is a large garage at the house of a friend of mine in San Jose filled with millions of
letters and cards from the youth of the socialist countries and especially from the youth of the
GDR. We will take the many, many letters, which are here on the stage, with us to the United
States and find a way to show them to many people, so that they may see what proletarian
internationalism really means.

The people of the German Democratic Republic have made a lasting impression on the
government of my country through the many, many letters and cards that were written to me,
and through the letter of protest which was written to the government of the United States by
the youth, by workers and students and by scholars. The Soviet Union, the peoples of the
Soviet Union, the people of the German Democratic Republic and the peoples of the socialist
countries forged ahead in the great movement of the advanced powers of the world, which led
to my release.

The victory, which was achieved with my release, is not only my victory, and it was not
about freeing just one prisoner from the clutches of political repression in the USA. This
victory is a lesson for all the people in the world: If the repressed throughout the world band
together, then we have the power that will enable us one day soon to defeat imperialism.

First and foremost, it teaches us that we are capable of ending the genocide in Indochina.

Comrades! We come from a country, whose government and ruling class throw napalm
bombs and other bombs on little children in Vietham. We come from a country, where racism



constantly oppresses little black children every day. We come from a country, where the
working class must give up the fruits of its labors, so that the rich can obtain their profits and
so that the frenzied addiction to capitalistic profit can be satisfied. But as you comrades here
have already said: That is not the America, that we represent. We represent the other
America, the America of the working class, the America of the Blacks, the Puerto Ricans, the
Mexican Americans, the Asians, and the Native Americans. We represent all the oppressed
and exploited of our country. We represent those who are fighting for freedom and justice,
and all of those, who will soon fight for the Socialist United States of America, and so it is no
coincidence, that we come to you from the country of Lenin, from the country of the first
victorious socialist revolution, the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics.

We see here in your country the living result of the deeds of the peoples of the Soviet Union,
who freed your country and the world from Hitler’s fascism. While we can see the legacy of
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, the first theoreticians and activists of scientific socialism,
we can also see the major feats of the German antifascist fighters!

Since we have been traveling through the Soviet Union and since we have been here in your
country — for just over 24 hours -, we have felt as if we were in a new dimension, a new
dimension of time and space. And indeed, we find ourselves in a new historical era, if we
compare life in the socialist countries with life in the United States. We see what it means,
when the working class holds the power in their hands, and we have had unique, sometimes
even amusing experiences. It was not very long ago, that we were guests in the city of the
cosmonauts outside of Moscow, and we could hardly believe that we were toasting our
glasses with generals! Today we were the guests of Comrade Honecker and Comrade
Ulbricht, and for us it is a wonderful, but strange feeling, to be the guests of leaders of an
entire country, since usually we are used to fighting against the leaders in our own country.
Therefore, here we are experiencing something that seems like a dream, because we must
continually remind ourselves and always keep in mind, that in our country our government
and army are capable of committing the most reprehensible barbarian crimes against
humanity. And I must remember — although | am free, and my chains were broken by a great
worldwide movement, in which you played a major part -, that thousands of political
prisoners are still in chains in our country.

Maybe you still remember a few names, like, for example, the Soledad brothers and Fleeta
Drumgo. Although he was acquitted of being one of the Soledad brothers, now he is being
charged with new underhanded accusations. He and five other prisoners of the San Quentin
Prison are now being charged with a new accusation of murder in connection with the events
surrounding the murder of George Jackson.

These charges have been raised against them only because they are known as upstanding
fighters for freedom and justice. And then there is the case of William Dean Smith, a black
soldier, who has been accused of killing two officers in Vietnam. But his actual crime is this:
He refused to raise his gun against his Vietnamese brothers, who are fighting for freedom.
Those are just two examples out of a whole contrivance, a whole system of political
repression in our country today.

But imperialism also manifests itself in other ways. There is also an ideological campaign, an
ideological diversion, which is designed to destroy a developing movement of workers, black
and white, who are fighting for justice, for the end of the Vietham War, and who will soon
also join socialism. There are various methods to destroy the revolutionary potential,



especially of young people. There are attempts to bring people into the Jesus movement.
There are attempts to entice young people to take drugs. In our communities, where Blacks
live, you see the appalling effects of drugs every day, because the representatives of the
ruling class send this drug into our black communities with the exact intention of crippling
and killing our fighting spirit. It is very sad to see that there are even eight- or nine-year-old
children, who have become addicted to drugs.

That is only one method, that the ruling class uses to undermine and destroy our fight, the
joint fight of the blacks and whites for freedom, socialism, and justice.

And let me bring forth another example of these ideological attacks, because this example
hits close to home for me. It has to do with a 12-year-old black girl in New York, who wrote
an essay about the admiration that she feels for me. And the white teacher gave the girl the
essay back with the remark: “Could you not find a worthier subject than that communist she-
devil?” These are the kinds of problems that we are up against in our country.

These are just a few examples, just the tip of the iceberg. But | am very sure, that when we
return to the United States, and when we tell them about all that we have experienced during
our trip through the socialist community of states, and when we tell them about the beauty
and warmth of the people that we met, be it in the Soviet Union or here in Berlin, and when
we tell them about the children, who called to me on the street and waved, and when we tell
them about the children with their wonderful smiling faces, and when we tell them about their
deep feeling of proletarian internationalism, then we will be holding a very important weapon
against imperialism in our hands.

And so | thank you all again for your support and solidarity during the time | was in prison,
and thank you for teaching us what the spirit of proletarian internationalism really means.

Long live the GDR! Long live proletarian internationalism!



