


























































































































Not Only My Victory 
 

Speech by Angela Davis on September 11, 1972 

Berlin – Friedrichstadt-Palast 

 
(translated from German by Lenore Bartko) 

 

 
Friendship! Dear comrades, dear Comrade Honecker, dear comrade members of the Central 

Committee of the Socialist Unity Party! Dear comrade members of the Free German Youth, 

dear comrade pioneers! So far during my trip I have had many wonderful experiences, and 

this is a very joyous moment in my life. This rally makes me remember the time when I was 

still in prison and my sister, Fania, came here and spoke to you and urged you to continue to 

fight for my release. She brought me tidings of you to the jail in California. I am not only 

happy to be here in the German Democratic Republic, in socialist Germany, but especially to 

be here in Berlin, the city, in which the 10
th

 World Festival of Youth will take place. 

 

On behalf of myself and my comrades Kendra Alexander and Franklin Alexander, I would 

like to thank the Central Committee of the SED (Socialist Unity Party), the cabinet and the 

Free German Youth very much for the invitation to visit the GDR. I also come bearing hearty 

greetings from my party, the Communist Party of the USA, and from our youth organization, 

the Young Workers’ Liberation League. On behalf of us all, I would like to express my 

heartfelt gratitude for the excellent campaign that you led for my release. Above all, I would 

like the Young Pioneers to know that the thousands upon thousands of cards that reached me 

in my prison cell were a great source of courage for me. 

 

There is a large garage at the house of a friend of mine in San Jose filled with millions of 

letters and cards from the youth of the socialist countries and especially from the youth of the 

GDR. We will take the many, many letters, which are here on the stage, with us to the United 

States and find a way to show them to many people, so that they may see what proletarian 

internationalism really means. 

 

The people of the German Democratic Republic have made a lasting impression on the 

government of my country through the many, many letters and cards that were written to me, 

and through the letter of protest which was written to the government of the United States by 

the youth, by workers and students and by scholars. The Soviet Union, the peoples of the 

Soviet Union, the people of the German Democratic Republic and the peoples of the socialist 

countries forged ahead in the great movement of the advanced powers of the world, which led 

to my release. 

 

The victory, which was achieved with my release, is not only my victory, and it was not 

about freeing just one prisoner from the clutches of political repression in the USA. This 

victory is a lesson for all the people in the world: If the repressed throughout the world band 

together, then we have the power that will enable us one day soon to defeat imperialism. 

 

First and foremost, it teaches us that we are capable of ending the genocide in Indochina. 

 

Comrades! We come from a country, whose government and ruling class throw napalm 

bombs and other bombs on little children in Vietnam. We come from a country, where racism 



constantly oppresses little black children every day. We come from a country, where the 

working class must give up the fruits of its labors, so that the rich can obtain their profits and 

so that the frenzied addiction to capitalistic profit can be satisfied. But as you comrades here 

have already said: That is not the America, that we represent. We represent the other 

America, the America of the working class, the America of the Blacks, the Puerto Ricans, the 

Mexican Americans, the Asians, and the Native Americans. We represent all the oppressed 

and exploited of our country. We represent those who are fighting for freedom and justice, 

and all of those, who will soon fight for the Socialist United States of America, and so it is no 

coincidence, that we come to you from the country of Lenin, from the country of the first 

victorious socialist revolution, the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics. 

 

We see here in your country the living result of the deeds of the peoples of the Soviet Union, 

who freed your country and the world from Hitler’s fascism. While we can see the legacy of 

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, the first theoreticians and activists of scientific socialism, 

we can also see the major feats of the German antifascist fighters! 

 

Since we have been traveling through the Soviet Union and since we have been here in your 

country – for just over 24 hours -, we have felt as if we were in a new dimension, a new 

dimension of time and space. And indeed, we find ourselves in a new historical era, if we 

compare life in the socialist countries with life in the United States. We see what it means, 

when the working class holds the power in their hands, and we have had unique, sometimes 

even amusing experiences. It was not very long ago, that we were guests in the city of the 

cosmonauts outside of Moscow, and we could hardly believe that we were toasting our 

glasses with generals! Today we were the guests of Comrade Honecker and Comrade 

Ulbricht, and for us it is a wonderful, but strange feeling, to be the guests of leaders of an 

entire country, since usually we are used to fighting against the leaders in our own country. 

Therefore, here we are experiencing something that seems like a dream, because we must 

continually remind ourselves and always keep in mind, that in our country our government 

and army are capable of committing the most reprehensible barbarian crimes against 

humanity. And I must remember – although I am free, and my chains were broken by a great 

worldwide movement, in which you played a major part -, that thousands of political 

prisoners are still in chains in our country. 

 

Maybe you still remember a few names, like, for example, the Soledad brothers and Fleeta 

Drumgo. Although he was acquitted of being one of the Soledad brothers, now he is being 

charged with new underhanded accusations. He and five other prisoners of the San Quentin 

Prison are now being charged with a new accusation of murder in connection with the events 

surrounding the murder of George Jackson.  

 

These charges have been raised against them only because they are known as upstanding 

fighters for freedom and justice. And then there is the case of William Dean Smith, a black 

soldier, who has been accused of killing two officers in Vietnam. But his actual crime is this: 

He refused to raise his gun against his Vietnamese brothers, who are fighting for freedom.  

Those are just two examples out of a whole contrivance, a whole system of political 

repression in our country today. 

 

But imperialism also manifests itself in other ways. There is also an ideological campaign, an 

ideological diversion, which is designed to destroy a developing movement of workers, black 

and white, who are fighting for justice, for the end of the Vietnam War, and who will soon 

also join socialism. There are various methods to destroy the revolutionary potential, 



especially of young people. There are attempts to bring people into the Jesus movement. 

There are attempts to entice young people to take drugs. In our communities, where Blacks 

live, you see the appalling effects of drugs every day, because the representatives of the 

ruling class send this drug into our black communities with the exact intention of crippling 

and killing our fighting spirit. It is very sad to see that there are even eight- or nine-year-old 

children, who have become addicted to drugs. 

 

That is only one method, that the ruling class uses to undermine and destroy our fight, the 

joint fight of the blacks and whites for freedom, socialism, and justice. 

 

And let me bring forth another example of these ideological attacks, because this example 

hits close to home for me. It has to do with a 12-year-old black girl in New York, who wrote 

an essay about the admiration that she feels for me. And the white teacher gave the girl the 

essay back with the remark: “Could you not find a worthier subject than that communist she-

devil?” These are the kinds of problems that we are up against in our country. 

 

These are just a few examples, just the tip of the iceberg. But I am very sure, that when we 

return to the United States, and when we tell them about all that we have experienced during 

our trip through the socialist community of states, and when we tell them about the beauty 

and warmth of the people that we met, be it in the Soviet Union or here in Berlin, and when 

we tell them about the children, who called to me on the street and waved, and when we tell 

them about the children with their wonderful smiling faces, and when we tell them about their 

deep feeling of proletarian internationalism, then we will be holding a very important weapon 

against imperialism in our hands. 

 

And so I thank you all again for your support and solidarity during the time I was in prison, 

and thank you for teaching us what the spirit of proletarian internationalism really means. 

 

Long live the GDR! Long live proletarian internationalism!  


