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X-Tutorial: Sites of Epistemological Conflicts

This upcoming Summer Semester 2026, we would like to invite students to join our X-Tutorial student
research project titled “Sites of Epistemological Conflicts: Archives and Community Memory of
German Colonialism”. The project aims to create a methodology through practical primary-source
heavy analysis. Throughout the semester, we will dedicate time to interrogating the ways in which oral
history from Tanzanian communities, cultural memory sources and German legal documentation in East
Africa produce knowledge.

The value in this project for students lies in the focus on "doing" of source analysis in exchange with
others, which, in the limited time of regular seminars, often falls short. As such, in the first two weeks
of the project, the participants are highly encouraged to collect a few primary oral history/cultural
memory sources which they are interested in working on throughout the semester.

Alongside the analytical work and group discussions, and thanks to the Berlin University Alliance!, we
are able to invite speakers, participate in workshops and dedicate time to the creation of new approaches
to both German colonial documentation and oral history sources. The project is carefully structured to
ensure methodological clarity and ethical engagement with sources to address its wide scope. All in all,
we are aiming to provide participants with the space to gain experience in oral history analysis,
collaborative research methods and ethical source handling.

Prior knowledge about the German colonial period, African history, as well as archival research
would be much appreciated, but is not necessary for participating in the X-Tutorial. Familiarity
with the relevant languages (Swahili, Chaga, Hehe, Iraqw, German and others) is extremely helpful, but
not necessary to participate, since the primary language of the project is English. The project leaders
will make sure the materials are translated and contextualised appropriately with the support of student
translators.

The final output of the X-tutorial, a planned podcast, will echo the oral histories the project seeks to
centre. The format and the themes of the podcast will be developed collectively with the participants.

Sounds interesting to you? Please send us either of us a short email, sharing a few details about your
academic background and motivation for joining!

When: Wednesdays, 12:00-14:00, starting on April 15, 2026
Where: A 184, FMI, Koserstrafie 20, 14195 Berlin
Open to: BA and MA students with strong interest in historical and archival research

Looking forward to meeting you all!
Organizers:

Jayn Vasylenko (yevhev99@zedat.fu-berlin.de) and
Theresa Zollner (theresarez01@zedat.fu-berlin.de)

Berlin, 20.02.2026

! Funded by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) and the State of Berlin as part of the
Excellence Strategy of the Federal and State Governments by the Berlin University Alliance.
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