Date and Time
July 2, 2026
9:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m.

Venue

Atrium conference room,
Friedrichstrale 60,
10117, Berlin

Please respond by July 1,
2026.

Additional Info
The event will take place in
English.

Contact

Frances Eden
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+49 (0)30 804 890 28

Friedrichstrale 60
10117 Berlin
Germany
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The Aspen Institute Germany and the Young Transatlantic
Initiative cordially invite you to an

Oxford-Style Debate
"From Revolution to Polarization: What remains of the American
Promise?"

with

Klaus Brinkbaumer,
Journalist, Filmmaker, and Author,

Corinna Blutguth,
Senior Program Manager, German Marshall Fund,

Erik Kirschbaum,
Freelance Journalist and Author,

Dr. Sascha Lohmann,
Senior Associate, SWP,

Kimberly Marteau Emerson,
Principle, KME Consulting,

Rachel Tausendfreund,
Senior Research Fellow, DGAP,

Prof. Lora Anne Viola,
Director of the John F. Kennedy Institute and Professor, Freie
Universitat Berlin,

and

Lukas Winkelmann,
President, Young Transatlantic Initiative,

in discussion with

Dr. Stormy-Annika Mildner,
Executive Director at the Aspen Institute Germany.

As the United States marks 250 years since the Declaration of
Independence, it faces profound political and institutional tensions.
Polarization, declining trust in democratic institutions, and shifting

party alignments shape the domestic landscape with direct
consequences for America’s global role.

At this historic milestone, the resilience of American democracy is
increasingly under scrutiny. This transatlantic Oxford-style debate,
hosted in cooperation with the Young Transatlantic Initiative, will bring
together two teams representing contrasting perspectives. Through a
dynamic exchange of arguments and rebuttals, the speakers will
examine: Does the U.S. political system still possesses the
institutional strength and civic vitality that has allowed it to weather
past crises? Or are rising polarization, institutional gridlock, and
declining public trust exposing deeper structural vulnerabilities in an
increasingly weak democracy?

By bringing together diverse viewpoints in a structured debate format,
the event aims to foster a nuanced and balanced discussion at a
pivotal moment in American history. As the United States reflects on
250 years since its founding declaration, the conversation will provide
an opportunity to assess not only the challenges facing American
democracy today, but also its capacity to endure and evolve in the
years ahead.

If you wish to participate, please click here.
Please keep in mind that the discussion starts at 9:00 a.m.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Dr. Stormy-Annika Mildner
Executive Director
Aspen Institute Germany
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Lukas Winkelmann
President
Young Transatlantic Initiative

This event has generously been made possible by
the Shepard Stone Foundation, the Friends of the Aspen Institute (Berlin),
and the Friends of Aspen Germany (Washington, D.C.).

This invitation is non-transferable and for one person only. The number of participants is limited.
Priority is given to members of the Friends of the Aspen Institute. The Aspen Institute Germany
reserves the right to photograph the event for use on its website, social media, or other
publications.
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