
Est. 1979



ESB WEB-PAGE
www.esb-reutlingen.de



LOCATION



120 120 milesmiles fromfrom thethe Frankfurt Frankfurt airportairport andand
25 25 milesmiles fromfrom thethe Stuttgart Stuttgart airportairport
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RANKINGSRANKINGS

German RankingsGerman Rankings

1995 Manager Magazine* 1st Place
1997 Manager Magazine 1st Place
1998 Manager Magazine 4th Place
1999 Der Spiegel           1st Place
1999 Stern Magazine     1st Place
1999 Stiftung Warentest 1st Place
2002 Wirtschaftswoche 4th Place
2002 Stern / CHE 1st Place
2004 Stern / CHE 1st Place
2005 Wirtschaftswoche 1st Place
2006 Die Zeit / CHE 1st Place
2006 Wirtschaftswoche 1st Place
2006 Karriere 1st Place
2007 Wirtschaftswoche 1st Place

1995 Manager Magazine* 1st Place
1997 Manager Magazine 1st Place
1998 Manager Magazine 4th Place
1999 Der Spiegel           1st Place
1999 Stern Magazine     1st Place
1999 Stiftung Warentest 1st Place
2002 Wirtschaftswoche 4th Place
2002 Stern / CHE 1st Place
2004 Stern / CHE 1st Place
2005 Wirtschaftswoche 1st Place
2006 Die Zeit / CHE 1st Place
2006 Wirtschaftswoche 1st Place
2006 Karriere 1st Place
2007 Wirtschaftswoche 1st Place

*First German ranking ever
(including Austria and
German speaking Switzerland)



MAIN FEATURES OF THE UNDERGRADUATE MAIN FEATURES OF THE UNDERGRADUATE 
PROGRAMPROGRAM

Two years spent abroad at one of the partner institutions

Practical orientation
(Two internship semesters, of which at least one is spent abroad)

Double-Degree 

Harmonized curricula and examinations 

Exchange on reciprocity (!)

Small, multi-national seminar groups

All ESB faculty have a  background in management

Faculty exchange program

Active student body

Excellent career perspectives 



PARTNER UNIVERSITIES 2007PARTNER UNIVERSITIES 2007

Universidad des las Americas, 
Puebla, Mexico

Northeastern University, 
Boston, USA

Reims Management School, 
Reims, France

Lancaster University Management School,
Lancaster, England

Dublin City University,
Dublin, Ireland

Universita Sacre Cuore
Piacenza, Italy

Universidad Ponteficia Comillias,
Madrid, Spain

Kelley School of Business,
IU, Indiana, USA

MGIMO, 
Moscow, Russia – 2007/08



UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTSUNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS
RECEIVE TWO DEGREESRECEIVE TWO DEGREES

+ B.Sc. Business Administration (Boston)
+ B.Sc. in Business (Bloomington)

+ B.A. European Business (Dublin)

+ B.B.A. Honours European Management (Lancaster)

+ Graduado Superior en Ciencias Empresariales Internacionales
(Madrid)

+ Diplôme d'Etudes Supérieures Européennes de Management 
(Reims)

+ 1° livello in Economia aziendale + Master Universitario di 1° 
livello in International Management (Piacenza)

+ B.A. in International Business Administration (Puebla)

B.A. Business Administration (Reutlingen)



THE GENERAL STRUCTURE OF OUR  THE GENERAL STRUCTURE OF OUR  
UNDERGRADUATE LINKSUNDERGRADUATE LINKS

The teaching language is the native language of the country the students are in

Internship
semester

Country 1 Country 2

Internship
semester

3 42Sem 1 65 7 8



EXAMPLE 1: OF OUR DUAL DEGREE                  
SYSTEM

A French student speaks German        well

Can start in Germany

Takes classes taught in German

After 4 semesters returns to France 

Takes classes taught in French

Graduates in France

Gets a Degree from        and 



EXAMPLE 2: OF OUR DUAL DEGREE
SYSTEM

French students knowledge of German         should be improved

Starts in France

Takes classes in French   

Attends German       language classes 

After 4 semesters goes to Germany

Takes classes in German

Graduates in Germany

Gets Degree from          and 



PROGRAM STRUCTURE OF THEPROGRAM STRUCTURE OF THE
GERMANGERMAN--ENGLISH UNDERGRADUATE LINKENGLISH UNDERGRADUATE LINK

Lancaster Reutlingen

internship

3 42Sem 1 65 7 8
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PROGRAM STRUCTURE OF THEPROGRAM STRUCTURE OF THE
GERMANGERMAN--AMERICAN UNDERGRADUATE LINKAMERICAN UNDERGRADUATE LINK

Reutlingen Boston/
Bloomington

Internship
semester

763 42Sem 1 5 8
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PROGRAM STRUCTURE OF THEPROGRAM STRUCTURE OF THE
GERMANGERMAN--AMERICAN UNDERGRADUATE LINKAMERICAN UNDERGRADUATE LINK

Boston/
Bloomington

763 42Sem 1 5 8
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* Exchange also open for students that only want to stay for one semester (Five options offered by ESB to reach reciprocity)
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ADDITIONAL PARTNERSADDITIONAL PARTNERS

Universidad de Barcelona

Handelshojskolen
Kopenhagen

University of 
Göteborg

University of the West of England -
Bristol Business School

Tulane University, New Orleans
George Washington University,
Washington, D.C.
Université de Nancy II
Université des Sciences 
et Technologies de Lille
EPSCI, Paris

Università degli studi Siena
Università degli studi Firenze
Università degli studi Trento 
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Milano



THE COURSE HANDBOOKTHE COURSE HANDBOOK



GENERAL COURSE STRUCTURE FORGENERAL COURSE STRUCTURE FOR
ALL PARTNERSALL PARTNERS



MBA and MSc MBA and MSc -- PROGRAMSPROGRAMS

• MSc began with Lancaster in 2001
(one year, three trimesters, fulltime, integrated)

• Advanced studies for business graduates
• Expansion of cooperation with DCU, Reims, Puebla 

since 2005
• Expansion of cooperation with Boston, in 2006 and 

with Piacenza in 2007

Partner Programs

Single Degree – MBA Programs – One Semester abroad

• MBA for non business graduates since 1984
• Full time
• Part time



IPBS-NETWORK– MIM PROGRAM
www.ipbs-master.com

http://www.ipbs-master.com/


ACTIVE STUDENT BODYACTIVE STUDENT BODY

Connections to the corporate world
Students organize on-campus company fairs and 
workshops

Close contacts between undergraduates/graduates
Publication of student newspapers and magazines
Organization of the integration weekend “Bizutage” for freshmen 

Cabaret-Evenings
Parties 
Sports Events

Organization of the International Business Weekend
2007 in Spain (over 1.000 Students from all partners are 
expected)



STARTING POSITIONS IN COMPANIESSTARTING POSITIONS IN COMPANIES

9% Investment Banking

3% SCM

18% Marketing/Sales

21% Finance/Accounting12% Strategy/Planning

28% Consulting

Survey: April 2006



ESB IS SUPPORTED BY SOME OF THE MOST ESB IS SUPPORTED BY SOME OF THE MOST 
PRESTIGIOUS CORPORATE SPONSORSPRESTIGIOUS CORPORATE SPONSORS
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RECEIVE AROUND 1500 APPLICATIONS RECEIVE AROUND 1500 APPLICATIONS 
FOR 110 PLACESFOR 110 PLACES

• Although ESB has only 110 places available per year, around 1500
students apply annually

• The ratio place : applicants range from

1:6 for the German – French Link
to
1:45 for the German – American Link

• Each year in the first week of July around 600 applicants are invited, 
tested and interviewed at ESB

• All invited applicants are interviewed by a professor of the ESB and a 
human resources manager from one of our partner companies

• All invited applicants take an oral foreign language examination



A UNIQUE ADMISSION PROCEDURE FOR THE A UNIQUE ADMISSION PROCEDURE FOR THE 
DUAL DEGREE UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMDUAL DEGREE UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM

• 30 %  of all places

• 70 % of all places:

Interview 40 %

Abitur marks 50%

Written test 10%

Interview 80 %

Written test 20 %

Abitur marks 0 %



CONTACT CONTACT 

Prof. Ditmar Hilpert

Tel.: ++49-7121-271-3001

ditmar.hilpert@reutlingen-university.de

www.prof-hilpert.de

mailto:ditmar.hilpert@reutlingen-university.de
http://www.prof-hilpert.de/


PROBLEMS IN ESTABLISHINGPROBLEMS IN ESTABLISHING
DUAL DEGREE PROGRAMS DUAL DEGREE PROGRAMS –– THE GERMAN VIEWTHE GERMAN VIEW

• The American hypothesis:
„We have the best university system“
„Only we can teach business“

• The definition of being „international“

• Liberal Arts

• Compensating tuition fees

• The „in-state“-/“out of state“-problem

• German as a foreign language

• The administration department

BACK-UP
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